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_ HER, ROYAL HIGHNES$- 
Sl 


PRINCESS MARY. . 


| MADAM) | 


Ir; is with the utmoſt diffidence 1 
preſume. to beg that your Royal 
Highnefs will gractouſly receive this 
performance, which I have been en- 
couraged to print by. the foſtering 
hand of a kind Providence, which has 
alſo led it to your Royal Highnels. 


With all humility and gratitude 
permit me, Madam, to preſent the 
following Allegory ; fully ſenſible of 
its many imperfections, and I fear. 
unworthy the great honour it has 
received, 


But 
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But the many illuſtrious and ami- 
able virtues which now adorn the 


Britiſtr Throne, induce me to hope 


my little invention will not offend. 


And, for this permiſſion, may the 
fountain of all goodneſs ever ſend 
down its choiceſt bleſſings on the 


Royal Houſe of Brunſwick, to the 
lateſt poſterity. | 


I beg leave to ſubſcribe myſelf, 
| ' MADAM, 
Your Royal Highneſs's 
Moſt obedient, grateful, 
And devoted, 
Humble Servant, 
| Tm, 1785, i& JY 63 
| LUCY PEACOCE. 
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Tur Author of the following pages 
begs leave to offer her grateful thanks 
to thoſe noble and generous Subſcri- 
bers, who have honoured with their 
names her attempt at Allegory. By 
their ready attention to the kind ſo- 
licitations of ſome very worthy and 
reſpectable characters, ſhe has been 
enabled to venture on its publication; 


having, by their benevolent patron- 
age, ſucceeded beyond her moſt ſan- 
guine expectations. 


She has now only to lament her 
want of ability for ſuch an undertak- 
ing. A peruſal of Spencer's Fairy 


Queen, 


2 vii = ry 
| — — he — ſo beautifully. 

deſcribed the Paſſions, firſt ſuggeſted 
to her mind the idea of perſonifying 
them ina more familiar language; her 
aim being to paint the depravities of 
the human heart, in ſuch a manner as 
to give an early impreſſion of Virtue 
to young minds; and to amuſe, at 
the ſame time that ſhe wiſhes to ex - 


cite reflection. 16 JV 63 
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INTRODUCTION. 


I N former times there reigned over Ba- 
bylon a certain king and queen, no leſs 


renowned for their mercy and juſtice, 
than for the vaſt dominions they poſſeſſed; 


but a war happening with a neighbouring 


prince, the Babylonians were defeated, and 
the unfortunate monarch obliged to fly for 
ſhelter to a foreign kingdom, whilſt his 
amiable queen took refuge, with her young 
family (conliſting of ſix lovely girls) in 
a lonely deſert, that lay at a great diſ- 
tance from the city. One day, as ſhe was 
ſitting on the ſea-ſhore, bathed in tears, 
and ſurrounded by her infant daughters, 
ſhe was accoſted by a decrepit old wo- 
man, with a bundle of ſticks under her 
arm: © What do you weep for, my good 

-:.- « miſtreſs? 
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e miſtreſs? ſaid ſhe, there are few evils 
ce but time and- patience will ſurmount.“ 
Alas! replied the queen, my miſery 

« 1s paſt human-relief; death is the only 
cure I can hope for; and even then my 
« poor children muſt be left to periſh in 
«theſe deſerts.” © Do not deſpair, re- 
t turned the old woman, Heaven, like a 
0 good parent, corretts, but never aban- 

* dons, its children :—behold I am ſent to 
be your protector. thank thee, 
. my good mother, for thy kind inten- 
e tions, (faid the queen, ſmiling in the 
c midſt of her grief) but, alas! thou can'ſt 
« afford but a miſerable protection.“ 
ee You muſt not always judge from ap- 
_ « pearances,” replied the hag; * a plain 
and poor garment often conceals more 

« valuable qualities than the richeſt em- 
*« broidery.” “ | 

While ſhe was ſpeaking theſe laſt words, 
the queen, to her inexpreſlible ſurpriſe, 
_ obſerved her face (which was before co- 
vered with the wrinkles of age and in- 
firmity) brighten into the moſt beauti- 
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ful afpeQ ; the deformity of her perſon 
gradually decreaſed ; and ſhe now, inſtead 
of a decrepit hag, beheld a delicate 
young lady, clothed in a white garment 
that flowed gracefully below her feet. 
« Fear nothing, ſaid this charming figure, 
« T am the fairy Benigna, whom your 
« ſufferings have drawn from Fairy-land : 
« ] have conſulted the oracle, which de- 
e clares you doomed to eternal exile, un- 
« leſs raiſed again to empire by the vir- 
« tues of your children, Now, though 
« it is out of my power entirely to over- 
« rule Fate, I can, in ſome meaſure, 
“ counteratt it: conſent, therefore to re- 
« ſign your children to my direction, and 
« patiently, with your huſband, wait till 
« the decrees of the oracle are fulfilled. 
He is now in an iſland not far diſtant, 
« whither, if you conſent, my art ſhall in- 
« ſtantly tranſport you.“ 

The queen fell on her knees, in order 
to expreſs her gratitude and reſignation 
to the will of Benigna, who, touching her 
with a wand ſhe held in her hand, the 

„ Tn queen 
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queen was immediately tranſported to her 


huſband in the iſland which had been 


mentioned by the fairy. Benigna then 
again waving her wand, an elegant gold 
chariot appeared, drawn by eight ſnow- 
white ſwans, in which ſeating herſelf, with 
the fix princeſſes, they mounted the air, 
and, in a ſhort time, loſing fight of the 
deſerts of Babylon, arrived at a ſpacious 
grotto.——Tt was ſituated in the midſt of 
a thick wood, and covered with a vine, 
whoſe purple cluſters hung in full luxuri- 
ance round ; whilſt the harmony of birds, 
intermixed with the lulling ſounds of ſeves 
ral waterfalls, made it the moſt delight- 
ful of abodes. Here the fairy cauſed 
her little company to alight, and having 
refreſhed them with a variety of fruits, 
conduQted them to reſt in the inward pars 
of the grotto. 

In this ſolitude the good Benigna made 
it her chief ſtudy to inſtruct them in the 
moſt uſeful and entertaining parts of learn- 
ing, at the ſame time taking care to in- 
ſtil into their minds the love of virtue. 

Nor 
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Nor were diverſions wanting to render 
their lives agreeable; they danced, ſung, 
played on their lutes; and often, equipped 
with a bow and arrows, ſolaced themſelves 
with the pleaſures of the chace. 

Thus ſome years elapſed in the greateſt 
tranquillity; they neither knew, nor wiſhed 


for, other ſociety than that of the bene- 


volent fairy, nor for amuſements ſuperior 
to thoſe their grotto afforded : but, alas! 
the time was now drawing nigh, when 
they muſt bid adieu to theſe ſerene en- 


- Joyments, and enter on a different ſcene 


of action. 

One day the fairy ſummoned them to 
her, and, bidding them give attention to 
what ſhe was about to ſay, addreſſed them 
in theſe words ;— You have lived, - my 
« dear children, ſeveral years in this ſoli- 
« tude, inſenſible of the great deſigns for 


 ©< whichyou were brought hither. But, be- 


« fore I proceed further on this ſubjeR, it 
ce is neceſſary to inform you, that the fate 
« of your parents is ſo ſtrongly connected 
« with and bound up in yours, that it is in 

B 3 « your: 
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« your power, by your fortitude and vir- 
« tue, to reſtore them again to empire 
« and dominion ; or, by your mutability 
« and vice, to bring them with ſhame and 
* miſery to the grave.— Know then, that 
« there are fix wonders lie hid in nature, 
« ordained to be the trial of your con- 
« ſtancy ; they are attended with innume- 
* rable perils; but if once poſſeſſed, and 


« kept among you, will render you more 


« powerful than the moſt abſolute mo- 
« narch. 

 « The firſt (ſaid ſhe, addreſſing the eldeſt 
« princeſs) is the d:/taff of induſtry ; an in- 
« eſtimable treafure ! for, by applying one 
« end of it to your right hand, you are 
« inſtantly put in poſſeſſion of the thing 
« you defire. This, continued ſhe, Mi- 
« randa, 1s allotted for your purſuit. 

„ The next, ſaid ſhe, Floriſſa, muſt be 
* your-care : à bottle of water, taken from 
cc the river of Good-nature; and no leſs 
ce valuable than the diſtaff, its quality being 
eto reconcile all differences; one draught 


« uniting the moſt bitter enemies: it has 
« alſo 
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c alſo this peculiar quality, that when at- 
ic tained, it can never be exhauſted, fince- 
« the more it is uſed, the more it con- 
« tinues to increaſe. 4 
« The - ſpear of truth is the next, and 
t poſſeſſes even ſuperior virtues to the 
* former, having the power to overcome 
« all evil enchantment. Provided you 
% keep the ſtraight road, you need not 
« fear any thing; but ſhould you once 
e turn aſide, the dangers are ſo nume- 
% rous that the greateſt experience and 
&« fortitude is requiſite to ſurmount them. 
« Be this your purſuit, Clementina. 
The mantle of meekneſs is the fourth, 
© and confers a degree of immortality on 
« the poſſeſſor: ſhe who is ſo fortunate as 
* to obtain it, immediately becomes beauti- 
* ful as an angel, and though ſhe ſhould 
te live to the moſt extreme age, will ſtill 
* continue to wear the full bloom of youth 
* on her countenance. May your beſt 
« endeavours, my dear Bonnetta, not be 


wanting to acquire ſo great an orna- 
© ment! 
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The fifth, ſaid ſhe, is 44 of 
true generoſity : if obtained, it will inveſt 
« you, my dear Orinda, with the moſt 
valuable part of our art; that by which 
ve are enabled to confer benefits. The 
« pleaſures and advantages you will ex- 
*« perience in the exerciſe of this power, 
« cannot be deſcribed; the aQual poſſeſ- 
«fion of the magnet, can alone render 

you ſenſible of them. 

The fixth, and laſt; is the white wand 
« of contentment, (not leſs defirable than 
« the reſt) as it poſſeſſes the power of ren- 
« dering the moſt diſagreeable objetts in 
« nature agreeable. Let it be your care, 
©« Matilda, to return with this invaluable 
« treaſure!” 

The fairy then embraced them, and af- 
ter giving them ſome neceſſary directions 
concerning the roads they were to take, 
and advice for their future conduct, diſ- 
miſſed them with theſe words: 

* Remember, my children, that on the 
« ſucceſs of this journey, depends the 
« happineſs or miſery of your lives; if 
; cc you 
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« yot ſucceed, peace and proſperity await 
« you; but fhould you fail, once more 
« remember, that you loſe my protection 
* for ever, and bring ſhame and infamy 
* on thoſe who gave you birth.“ 

The princeſſes then departed, promiſing. 
to keep the words of the good Benigna in 
their minds; and, after embracing each 
ether, began their reſpeQive journies,, 
each taking. the road preſcribed by the 
fairy. 

How they ſucceeded, and what adven- 
tures they met with, will be the ſubjeQ. of: 
the enſuing pages. 
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ADVENTURES 


PRINCESS MIRANDA, 
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T's princeſs, who fat out in ſearch 
of the wonderful diſtaff of induſtry, pur- 
ſued her way for ſome time unmoleſted ; 
but, on a ſudden, ſhe heard a voice like 
thunder, in a peremptory tone, command- 
ing her to ſtop. On turning round, ima- 
gine her horror, when ſhe perceived a 
monſtrous giant within a few paces of her. 
She had neither time nor inclination to 
contemplate his figure ; for he ſeized her 
by the arm, and with haſty ſtrides con- 


veyed her to a large caſtle hard by, where 
B 6 he 
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he delivered her to the care of an old wo- 
man, equal in ſtature with himſelf. The 
gianteſs, putting on her ſpeQacles, eyed 
Miranda attentively; and then, having 
carried her to a deep dungeon, left her, 
and went to ſee after her houſehold af- 
fairs. 

Here the poor princeſs wept and prayed 
night and day, hourly expecting to be de- 
voured by the giant and his companions. 
A hard ſituation for her, who had been 
uſed to every indulgence in the grotto of 
the good Benigna, whoſe juſtice ſhe now 
began to arraign, for dooming her to an 
enterpriſe which, at the very firſt onſet, 
appeared likely to prove ſo fatal. 

One evening, as ſhe-was indulging theſe 
melancholy refle&tians, by the light of the 
moon which beam& through a crevice, 
the diſcerned a white ſtone, with, a braſs. 
ring fixed in the center: ſhe roſe haſtily, 
and taking hold of it pulled with all her. 
ſtrength, till ſhe with much difficulty raiſed. 
it, and diſcovered underneath a flight of. 
None ſteps: hope revived in. her. boſom. 

She 
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She flattered herſelf they might lead tos 
ſome ſecret way from the caſtle, and ac- 
cordingly deſcended with great alacrity. 
The princeſs was not deceived; having: 
continued her way through a long dark 
paſſage, ſhe atlaſt perceived daylight, though 
at a great diſtance; but making all poſſi. 
ble ſpeed, to her inexpreſſible joy ſoon: 
found herſelf on the fea ſhore.. She- 
ſtopped a moment to recover breath, and 
again ran with all the ſwiftneſs ſhe was. 
miſtreſs of, hoping to eſcape to ſome place 
of ſafety, where ſhe might conceal her- 
ſelf; well knowing; that if once the giant, 
whoſe name was. Impatience, ſhould purſue 
her, there was but little chance of pre- 
ſerving herſelf a ſecond time. 

She had not proceeded far, before ſhe 
heard the voice of her dreadful enemy. 
This added double ſpeed to her-flight ;. 
and ſhe was juſt ſheltered in a little houſe, 
that ſtood. by the way-ſide, as the giant 
overtook her. This houſe - belonged to. 
an old fairy, called Delay: the giant knew. 
it Low and was ſenſible, when he-ſaw. the 


princeſs. 
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princeſs enter, he could have nothing fur- 
ther to do with her; he therefore imme 
diately departed in . of me other 
Prey. 

As for poor ads, he threw uy 
ſelf on a ſeat, half dead with the fright, 
ſcarcely believing but that ſhe was already 
in the arms of the dreadful giant, till the 
fairy, with many kind ſpeeches, convinced 
her that, while ſhe was in her juriſdiction, 
ſhe was entirely beyond his reach; and 
perſuaded her to amuſe herſelf in the 
gardens which ſurrounded her habita- 
tion. At firſt Miranda excuſed herſelf, 
ſaying that ſhe was bound on a particu- 
lar expedition the ſearch after the diſtaſf 
of induſtry : © Well, (ſaid the Fairy) Iam 
determined you ſhall ſtay with me to- 
„night: To which Miranda conſent- 
ing, they went into the garden. 

_« You muſt certainly (ſaid the fairy) 
« be extremely weary after the fatigue 
« you have undergone ; let me perſuade 
« you to refreſh yourſelf, by bathing in 


the ſtream that bounds my garden: 
ka: © it 
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sit is called the River of Eaſe, and is 
d endowed with the moſt invigorating 
T « quality.” Miranda was preparing to 
follow the advice of her companion, when 
ſhe heard a ſoft voice, reſembling that of 
Benigna, repeat theſe words: 


« Virtue, if you mean to ſave, 
. « Bathe not in the treach'rous wave... 


She hefitated——but the fairy again 
entreating her, ſhe was proceeding to un- 


dreſs, when ſhe diſtinaly heard the fol- 
lowing words : 


« Let not gilded words — 

« Vice's charms can ne er endure; 

« Should you once the ſtream invade, 
« Farewell -loſt deluded maid.** 


The princeſs was now animated with a 
ſuperior ſpirit, and ſhe attempted to fly ; 
but Delay caught hold of her, ſaying, 

_« Conſent to abide with me, and you 
« ſhall enjoy all the pleaſures it is in my 
power ſo amply to beſtow.—I am the 
fairy Delay; and, to convince you of my 
« power, behold a proof of it.” She 
then 
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den ſtruck herſelf with a wand, and 
Miranda inſtantly: beheld her change into 
a dormouſe, a. dromedary, and various 
other ſhapes; after which ſhe reaſſumed 
her own.. This, ſo. far from inducing the 
princeſs to ſtay, ſerved only to increaſe 
her terror and diſguſt; © wretch (ſaid 
« the fairy, perceiving it, and that no en- 
«treaties would prevail) receive the pu- 
« niſhment due to your ingratitude.“ 
And, ſprinkling her with ſome water from 
the Lake of Sloth, which ſhe had before 
falſely called the River of Eaſe, the princeſs. 
inſtantly felt herſelf transfixed to the place 
© where ſhe ſtood: her joints ſtiffened; 
her blood ſtagnated; ſhe: became a ſta- 
tue; retaining no other ſymptom of life 
man the power of reflection, which the 
wicked fairy had ſtill left to augment her 
milery. 

The princeſs remained many months 
Y this ſituation ;. when a young prince, 
who reſided on the oppoſite ſide of the 
lake, riding that way, become ſo ena. 
moured of her. beauty, that he fell dan- 

| geroully. 
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gerouſly fick.—The king and queen, his 
parents, who doated on him to excels, 
with much importunity diſcovered the 
true cauſe of his malady; upon which, 
they cauſed it to be proclaimed through- 
out the city, that any one who could 
produce a damſel equal in beauty to the 
ſtatue, ſhould be honoured with the higheſt 
poſt in the kingdom; and that the dam- 
{el, how low and mean ſoever her condi- 
tion, ſhould be married to the king's ſon. 
This proclamation was no ſooner iſſued, 
than the moſt beauteous virgins from all 
parts were afſembled and arranged be- 
fore the prince; but not any of them 
appeared in his eye comparable with. the 
charming ſtatue. 

The king and queen, villing to try 


every expedient to preſerve their ſon, 


ſummoned a council of fairies; but they 
agreed with one conſent, that the ſtatue 
was enchanted in the garden of Delay, and 
that, unleſs it was animated, no relief 
could be adminiſtered to the ſick prince. 
This was difficult; it being againſt the 
Alo. laws 


[8] 
laws. of Fairy-land for one fairy to enter 
the territories of another, and deſtroy an 
enchantment performed in her 23 
tion. | 

Thus all 70 firmed vain, and the 
royal pair were left in the deepeſt ſorrow : 
but relief was not ſo far off as they ima- 
gined. There was a little deaf and dumb- - * 
dwarf, named Diligence, who had been 
bred for ſome years in the palace: he was 
greatly attached to the prince, and no 
ſooner underſtood that the ſtatue was en- 
chanted by the fairy Delay, than he made 
ſigns for pen, ink, and paper; by the help 
of which he let the king and queen know 
that they had no further occaſion for un- 
eaſineſs; and, without ſtaying to explain 
any thing, inſtantly repair to . Lake of 
Sloth. | 

At firſt he was ſomewhat embaraſſed, 
not knowing in what manner to croſs it; 
but preſently recollecting himſelf, he pul- 
led up a quantity of ruſhes that grew by 
the ſide, and in a few hours, with great 


myenuity, formed a boat large enough to 
hold 


9 } 


hold two perſons, which quickly landed 
him on that fide where the beautiful ſta- 
tue ood. He had no ſooner touched it, 
than the charm broke; and the princeſs; 
finding herſelf once more reſtored to 
ſpeech and motion, ovejoyed, followed 
her conductor; who, handing her into 
his boat, foon introduced her to the king 

and queen. | 
They ſcarcely knew which to careſs moſt, 
Miranda, or the dwarf; and the prince 
alſo, though extremely weak and low, 
raifed himſelf to teſtify his joy on their 
arrival. From that day the prince began 
to recover, and in a ſhort time was able 
to leave his apartment, and enjoy the 
company of his beloved Miranda; though 
ſhe abſolutely refuſed to liſten to his ad- 
dreſſes, till ſhe had performed the journey 
appointed by Benigna; notwithſtanding 
that the amiable manners of the prince, 
added to the obligation ſhe owed to his 
family, had very much won her affeQion. 
In a few days, therefore, ſhe ſet forward, 
attended by the deaf and dumb dwarf, 
leſt 


„„ 
leſt ſhe ſhould again ſtand in need of 
his aſſiſtance, after promiſing to return 
there, and ſuffer the prince to accomp- 
any her to Benigna, in order to gain her 
confent to their union. 

The princeſs had not walked far with 
her little companion, when they arrived 
at a coſtly building ; but it ſurpriſed hey 
to obſerve, that although the caſtle ſeem- 
ed loaded with finery, the gardens and 
grounds which ſurrounded it appeared 
totally uncultivated and wild. She felt, 
however, an inclination to go-in and reſt 
herſelf, and was puſhing open a little gate 
for that purpoſe, when the dwarf pulled 
her by the ſleeve, and made ſigns that ſhe 
ſhould not enter: Miranda gave little at- 
tention to him, and ſeeing ſeveral young 
men and women repoling themſelves on 
the graſs, attempted to enter a ſecond 
time; when Diligence, taking her by the 
hand, led her, with much reluQance, to 
the front of the caſtle, and pointed to a 
large arch, on which was written in capi- 
tal letters, the Caſtle of Idleneſs. Through 


this. 
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this arch was a long avenue, at the end 


of which the princeſs deſcried a little, low, 
mean building, but ill ſuited to the ſplen- 
dor of the other parts; over the door 
was written, likewiſe in capitals, the Houſe 
of Ignorance. | 8 


In ſpite of this the princeſs ſtill felt a 


ſtrong deſire to enter, being much fa- 
tigued with her journey, and ſtood de- 
bating whether ſhe ſhould follow her own 
inclination, or the advice of her friend 
the dwarf; when ſhe was accoſted by a 
young female, who told her ſhe would 
introduce her to the lady of the manſion, 
a. very powerful fairy, who had apart- 
ments ready for the accommodation of 
travellers. Miranda did not poſſeſs re- 
ſolution to withſtand this kind offer ; ſhe 
followed her conductreſs into the caſtle, 
leaving poor Diligence in the utmoſt con- 
cern for her imprudence, he being too 
wiſe to attend her. 

Idleneſs, one of the moſt wicked fai- 
ries who exerciſed her power in thoſe 
parts, was reclined on a downy ſofa, and 

ſurrounded 
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| furrounded by a numerous train of atten- 


dants. Some of them were employed in 
fanning her; others danced, ſung, or re- 
lated ſome entertaining tale, to paſs away 


her hours. She received the princeſs 
very cordially, and introduced her to 
her ſon, Ignorance, who reſided in the 
building befarementioned, He appeared 
to be in the prime of life; his perſon 
awkward, and manner ungraceful: He 


bore a yellow wand, with which, aſſum- 


ing an air of familiarity, he gave the 
princeſs à tap on the head, an uncouth 


ſalute to which the princeſs gave little 
attention; but, converſing generally with 
the inhabitants of this caſtle, ſne found ſuch 
an inſipidity in their converſation, that her 
ſoul thirſted for a repetition of thoſe leſ- 


ſons of viſdom ſhe had heard from the 
good Benigna; and, as wearineſs had 
been the chief cauſe of her accepting the 
invitation, ſhe determined to ſhorten her 


piſit. 


The ſun had juſt 3 the bright 
Aude of the eaſt, and the birds were 
chaunting 
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chaunting their early congratulations to 
the new een left the caſtle 
of Idleneſs. 
For ſome time me purſued her ame 
through bye ways unmoleſted, but had 
no ſaoner gained the high-road than a 
1 number of perſons gathered round her, 
exclaiming with evident marks of ſurpriſe 
4 and contempt, © the beaſt ! the beaſt !” 
4 Some laughed, others ſaluted her with 
ſtones and dirt, and ſome few ſhrugged 
up their ſhoulders, in pity af her miſe- 
rable condition. Aſtoniſhed and terri- 
fied at this unaccountable treatment, ſhe 
attempted to ſpeak, and demand the cauſe 
of it; but ſhe no ſooner opened her lips, 
than immoderate burſts of laughter echoed 
univerſally from fide to fide, which till 
added to her embaraſſment. 
The princeſs continued in. this mortify- 
ing diſtreſs, till to her great conſolation 
ſhe perceived her old friend the dwarf. 
He was accompanied by a beautiful fairy, 
who, advancing to the princeſs, took her 
by the hand, and having led her from the 
crowd, 
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<rowd, preſented her with a looking-glaſs, 
bidding her view herſelf; but what were 
the feelings of Miranda, when ſhe diſ- 
covered her head and face exactly to re- 
ſemble that of an aſs ! She turned to the 
fairy, attempting to expreſs her grief and 
aſtoniſhment ; but, to complete her con- 
fuſion, found that ſhe was incapable of 
articulating any ſounds but thoſe of the 
animal ſhe repreſented. 

Deſpair took poſſeſſion of her breaſt, 
and ſhe was earneſtly wiſhing an end to 
her exiſtence, when the fairy thus ad- 
dreſſed her: you now ſee, faid ſhe, to what 
« dangers you have expoſed yourſelf, by 
* negleQing the advice of your friend the 
« dwarf. It is Ignorance, whoſe powerful 
* wand has thus transformed you; nor 
can any, except Diligence and myſelf, 
«who am called Perſeverance, ſurmount 
the enchantment. Happy are you to 

« poſſeſs ſuch friends; otherwiſe, the form 

you now wear would purſue you to the 
« lateſt hour of mortality.“ 


She then told her the glaſs, in which ſhe 
had 
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had diſcovered her deformity, was the 
mirror of ſelf-conviftion ; and, preſenting 
a wand ſhe held in her hand to Diligence, 
made ſigns that he ſhauld touch the 
princeſs with it, which he had no ſooner 
done, than the enchantment vaniſhed, and 
ſhe was reſtored to her natural form and 
underſtanding. After this the fairy, ad- 
viſing her to be more cautious for the fu- 


ture, left Miranda to continue her journey, 


accompanied by her little deaf and dumb 
friend. 

Miranda now no longer refuſed to fol- 
| low the careful dwarf; who, taking a road 
directly oppolite to that where the Caſtle 
of Idleneſs ſtood, preſently conducted her 
to the foot of the Durable Mountain, at 
the top of which, guarded by a wiſe ma- 
gician, lay the wonderful diſtaff. 

The princeſs, overjoyed at arriving, 
as ſhe imagined, ſo nigh her journey's 
end, began to alcend with, great vigour; 
but ſoon found it no eah matter, the 
mountain being extremely rugged, and in 
many parts almoſt perpendicular. After 

C labouring 
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labouring therefore for ſome time, and per- 
ceiving ſhe gained little ground, ſhe ſat 
down to reſt, and in 'the mean while to 
conſider, whether the diſtaff was, in re- 
ality, worth the trouble that ſeemed to at- 
tend the obtaining it. What (ſaid ſhe 
« to herſelf) have I to do with it? If I 
« return to the prince, he will receive me 
« with open arms, and I ſhall become 
« queen over that great city. Of what 
« uſe then will the diftaff be to me? ſince 
« T ſhall have it in my power to com- 
« mand every thing I can deſire.“ 

Upon theſe refleQions ſhe was riſing to 
return, when ſhe though it juſt to view 
the other fide of the queſtion, © I ſhall 
« for ever loſe the protettion of my dear 
« Benigna, ſaid ſhe, that is beyond doubt; 
« and the prince, hkewiſe, ſeeing me ſo 
« fickle in the enterpriſe I have under- 
« taken, may deſpiſe and abandon me: 
« her words will then indeed be fulfilled, 

« —] ſhall bring ſhame and infamy—” * 

She was purſuing theſe reflections, 
when Diligence, who during this time had | 

of been 


— 
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been extremely diſſatisfied at her loiter- 
ing, now became quite outrageous; and, 
taking hold of her arm, partly by force 
and partly by looks of entreaty, got her a 
conſiderable way up the mountain ; and 
at length after much labour and perplexity, 
led her to the ſummit, where ſhe demanded 
the diff 

The watchful magicianlooked extreme- 
ly ſullen and moroſe, till he perceived 
her accompanied by Diligence, of whom, 
as will hereafter be ſeen, he had ſome 
knowledge; when his countenance bright- 


- ened, and, after a ſhort pauſe, he deli- 


vered the diſtaſf to Miranda; © you, ſaid 
« he, to whom the fates have allotted fo 
« invaluable a treaſure, be its guardian, 


and heware the evils, which once gained, 


« will inevitably attend the loſs of it.“ 
He then glanced a ſmile of complacency 
on Diligence, and diſappeared. 

The firſt trial the princeſs made of her 
new prize, was for the uſe of her good 
friend the dwarf, without whoſe aſſiſt- 
ance ſhe could never have obtained it : 
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accordingly, applying it to the palm of 
her right hand, and at the ſame time 
wiſhing that he might be endowed with 
ſpeech and hearing, the dwarf felt his ears 
opened, and his tongue capable of expreſ- 
ſing his gratitude to Miranda; who again 
applying it to her hand, they once more 
found themſeves at the foot of the moun- 
tain, where a chariot waited, ready to con- 
vey them back to the palace. Whilſt 
they were on their way, the princeſs, to 
paſs the time agreeably, requeſted Dili- 
gence to relate his hiſtory ; who, never ſo 
happy as when he could oblige, immedi. 
ately: began in the following words. 


2 


The 


2 


1 


HISTORY OF DILIGENCE, 


THE DEAF AND DUMB DWARE. 


cc You will, without doubt, be ſur- 
« priſed, Madam, (ſaid the little dwarf, 
« ſmiling), to hear that, notwithſtanding 
my diminutive ſize, my parents were 
giants. I was their only offspring, 
« though I enjoyed no great ſhare in 
« their affections; owing, it is probable to 
4 the ſmallneſsof my ſtature, which I ima- 
4 gine they conſidered would unfit me 
« for lofty atchievements; be this as it 
« may, they conſidered me as a diſgracc 
eto their family, and employed me in 
the moſt menial offices, ſuch as cutting 
« faggots, cooking their victuals, bucking 
« linen, &c, beating me unmercifully on 

« committing the leaſt fault. 
It happened one day that I was 
C 3 carrying 
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carrying a load of meat bigger than 
« myſelf, when a large eagle, allured by 
« the ſmell, darted down, and, ſeizing me 
* and the meat in her talons, flew to the 
« top of a very high rock, and having 
« depoſited me in her neft, took another 
« flight in queſt of more prey. 
* I was dreadfully alarmed at my ſitu- 
« ation; thinking, not without reaſon, that 
« the old eagles, finding me an incumb- 
* rance, would either daſh my brains out 
e againſt the rocks, or peck me to pieces 
« for food for their young: but I had 
« little time for lamentation ; it was my 
« part, if poſlible, to extricate myſelf from 
« the danger that threatened me, Ac- 
« cordingly I fat about ſurveying the 
« rock, in order to deſcend ; but found 
« it an utter impoſſibility, one fide hang- 
« ing over the ſea, and the other being 
gan exact perpendicular. 
« The following ſtratagem, although 
« attended with great hazard, alone ſeem- 
«ed to promiſe the leaſt probability of 
« eſcaping. I had, by good fortune, in 
«c my 
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* my pocket a large knife, with which I 
te uſed to cut wood in the foreſt; armed 
« with this, I ſat myſelf in a poſture of 
« defence, and waited in the neſt till the 
« return of the old eagle, who had no 
« ſooner alighted, than, ſeizing her by 
« the throat with all the ſtrength I poſ- 
te ſeſſed, I at one leap, ſprang on her 
« back; and kept my ftation, notwith- 
« ſtanding her endeavours to ſhake me 
« off, The creature, enraged at finding 
« her efforts vain, roſe in the air, and at- 
« tempted to daſh me in pieces, by let- 
« ting me fall; but I continued unhurt, 
« never quitting my hold till ſhe ſettled 
« on the top of a tree, when with one 
« hand I run my knife into her heart, 
« and with the other laid hold on one of 
* the branches, to prevent my fall with 
«Her, 
« My enemy was no ſooner dead, than 
« I deſcended from the tree, and had 
the ſatisfaction to find myſelf once more 
* on even ground, though, as I conjec- 
« tured, at a conſiderable diſtance from 
C 4 « home.— 
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« home; a thought which gave me little 
« uneaſfineſs, as I determined never to re- 
turn to my parents, whoſe unkind treat- 
*« ment made me prefer any ſituation, ra- 
ther than their ſociety, 

« For ſome time I wandered about, 
« hoping to diſcover a place where I 
« might take up my abode, and at length 
* came to a large cave. I was on the 
« point of entering, when my attention 
* was caught by a deep ſigh, which pro- 
« ceeded from the mouth of it; and liſt- 
-« ening, in a few minutes I heard a ſoft 
« voice repeat theſe words: “ Wretch 
« that I am! What does my power avail, 
but for the wicked to cxult over?“ 
« As this ſentence ended, I went into 
« the cavern; but how was I aſtoniſhed 
to find that the words I had juſt heard 
« proceeded from the mouth of- a white 
« doe, chained to the fide of the rock. 

„ She told me ſhe was enchanted ; 
« and entreated me to releaſe her; which» 
« the ſaid, could only be effetted by re- 


« peating certain words which ſhe then 
« told 
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« told me, and by ſtriking the rock with 
ea magic wand that lay concealed at a 
4 ſmall diſtance from thence. 
1 « I immediately proceeded to execute 
« the requeſt of the captive doe, and 
XZ <« ſtriking the rock as directed, a large 
XZ <« ſpark of fire, accompanied with a tre- 
Z <« mendous groan, iſſued from it; I liſ- 
b tened and, with aſtoniſhment, heard a 
E | « yoice repeat with horror, The Caſtle of 
* © [dlenefs will be deſtroyed !—The diftaff 
ce will be diſcovered !'-—The meaning of 
ce theſe words I had ſcarcely time to con- 
« fider, when the rock diſappeared, and, 
« inſtead of a white doe, a lovely young 
* fairy, with a countenance full of beauty 
« and expreſhon, ſtood before me; the 
« ſame who releaſed you from the en- 
« chantment of Ignorance. 
« She was proceeding to thank me for 
« breaking the charm, when an old fairy 
« ruſhed from behind us, and darting a 
8-5 look of fury and indignation at me, 
From henceforth, ſaid ſhe, for your ill- 
* © placed curioſity, be deaf and dumb.” — 
C 5 No; 
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« No; replied the young fairy, interrupt- 
* ing her; though I cannot entirely over- 
« rule the evil you have inflited, I will, 
* in part, counteratt it. Be deaf and 
dumb, (ſaid ſhe, ſtriking me with her 
* wand) till the diftaff of induſtry be 
brought from the Durable Mountain.” — 
« After ſhe had pronounced theſe words, 
« the wicked fairy, overcome with rage 
and diſappointment, vaniſhed. 

« Now, whilſt the good fairy remained, 
* the evil charm, by which I was rendered 
„ deaf and dumb, did not take effect; 
* and ſhe ſpoke to me, as nearly as I can 
« remember, in theſe words: —“ I am, 
* faid ſhe, the fairy Perſeverance, renowned 
1 for the fuperiority of my ſkill in good 
« deeds; that old fairy has alway been 
« my inveterate enemy. Her name 1s 
* Delay; one of the oldeſt of our race; 
« the good I do, the is ſure, if poſſible, 
« to deftroy ; and conſtantly lays in wait 
« for all opportunities to wreak her ma- 
« lice on me: it is not long fince a cir- 


« cumſtance happened that gave full ſcope 
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* to her power. There is a law in fairy- 
„land, by which we are all obliged, one 
« day in the year, to lay down our art, 
« and be ſubje& to the inconveniences 
„and diſaſters of mortality. A few days 
« ago it happened to be my turn, and I 
« was entirely diveſted of all power, when 
* Delay met me, and, over-joyed at find- 
te ing me incapable of withſtanding her 
« art, amply fatisfied her malice, by con- 
* fining me to the form of a doe, and 
% chaining me to the rock, in which ſitua- 
te tion I remained, till, by your aſſiſtance, 
« I regained my power. I am grieved 1 
cannot deſtroy the evil charm impoſed 
* on you by Delay, and would fain, in 
« ſome meaſure, recompenſe the ſervice 
« you have rendered me: Chuſe, there- 
« fore, any gift it is permitted me to 
* beſtow, and I will confer it on you.“ — 
Here the charming fairy ended, and 
« waited my reply. 

«1 felt a juſt indignation ain the 
« wicked Delay, and ſecretly wiſhed to be 


« revenged for the puniſhment ſhe had in- 
C 6 « flicted 
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| « flied-on me. I therefore defired Per- 
« ſeverance to endow me with the power 
« of deſtroying her enchantments; who 
« granted my requeſt, and diſappeared; 
« when I inſtantly became deaf and dumb, 
.« but poſſeſſed of the gift I demanded. I 
« I took up my abode in a wood, not 
« far from the dwelling of Delay, where 
«« I continually releaſed thoſe who were 
e held by her enchantment ; till one day 6 
« the prince Oſymandyas, as he rode from 
« hunting, diſcovered and carried me to 
* the palace. His amiable manners ſo 
« attached me to him, that I continued 
« there till ſent to accompany you in pur= 
*« ſuit of the diſtaff.” 4 
The dwarf finiſhed his entertaining nar- 
rative as they were paſſing the Caſtle of 1dle- 
neſs. © Now, Madam, (ſaid he) this truly 
« yaluable diſtaff ſhall diſcover the fu= 7 
« tility of thoſe pleaſures which originate 
« from the deteſtable enchantments of 
« I[dleneſs.” Saying this, he ſprang from 
the carriage, and taking the princeſs by 2? 
the hand, entered the caſtle, The fairy, 
| as 
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as uſual, was ſurrounded by company, her 
ſon Ignorance on her right hand; whoſe 
preſence rather diſcompoſed Miranda, from 
the fear of being again honoured with 
thoſe marks of diſtin&ion, from which 
Diligence, and his friend Perſeverance, 
had ſo lately freed her; but the dwarf 
had no ſooner applied the diſtaff to his 
hand, than Idleneſs and Ignorance, (who 
were now entirely diſarmed of their power) 
together with their attendants, vaniſhed, 
and the caſtle was inſtantly ſhivered to 
atoms. 


The young female, who firſt introduced 


the princeſs to the caſtle, only remained, 


and on whom an aſtoniſhing transformation 
took place ; for ſhe no longer appeared 
young and beautiful, but diſcovered her- 
ſelf to be the old fairy Delay.—< Hoid, 
« inhuman. monſter, (ſaid ſhe to the dwarf) 
« nor ſtrive by that fatal diftaff to annihi- 
« late thy mother. The time is come 
« when thou muſt be fully acquainted 
«with the circumſtances of thy birth. 
« Condutt me, therefore, to ſome place 


« of 
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« of ſecurity, where I may at leiſure un- 
« fold that ſecret, fate will no longer per- 
« mit me to conceal.” —Theſe myſteri- 
ous words were no ſooner pronounced, 
than Diligence, who till now ſtood fixed to 
the place with ſurpriſe, accompanied by 
the princeſs, led Delay to a little copſe- 
hard by, where, being ſeated, ſhe began 
in the following manner. 


THE 
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THE HISTORY OF THE 


FAIRY DELAY. 


2 Ber ORE I enter on thoſe particu- 
© lars which immediately relate to your 
« birth, I ſhall call to mind ſome events, 
« which, although at firſt they may appear 
« foreign to the ſubjeQ, are nevertheleſs 
te of no ſmall conſequence in the narrative 
« I am about to recount. Know then, 
« that I am the daughter of 7dleneſs, whoſe 
« power you have recently deſtroyed. 
« The caſtle ſhe inhabited, formerly be- 
* longed to a mighty monarch, the glory 
« of whoſe name was blazoned to the moſt 
« diſtant parts; and what added to his 
« oreatneſs was, that he was in poſſeſſion 
« of that very diſtaff which, by thy aſſiſt- 

« ance, 


L. 6 ] 


te ance, the princeſs Miranda has obtain- 
« ed. He acquired it through a wiſe 
* magician named Prudence, the in- 
« ſtructor of his youth; and he with 
« infinite care and labour diſcovered and 
ce brought it from a certain enchanted 
« temple. | 

“ Poſleſſed of ſuch a treaſure, the king 
« ſoon became one of the moſt powerful 
© monarchs ; his dominions extended, and 
« his people were happy: but this glory 
« was ſhortly tarniſhed, and gave place to 
« a ſcene of perplexity and misfortune. 
“One day, as he was riding, he diſcover- 
« ed a young nymph, whoſe beauty ſo en- 
« flamed him, that he reſolved to make 
« her his queen, which he accordingly 
| « did. But without doubt it will raiſe. 
ce your admiration, when I ſay it was Idle- 
| © neſs, whoſe perſonal charms made this 
| « ſudden impreſſion on the king. 
« It may poſſibly appear ftrange alſo, 
« that Idleneſs, being a fairy, ſhould fo 
« readily agree to a union with mortality; 


« this probably might not have happened, 
« had 
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« had ſhe not had deep deſigns to accom- 
« pliſh. Many years before, the Oracle 
« had declared, that, on a certain day, the 
« diftaff of induſtry ſhould put an end to 
« her power. No ſooner therefore was 
« it brought from the temple, and in poſ- 
« ſeſſion of the king, than her breaſt was 
« filled with anxiety ; ſhe conſidered her 
« power as every inſtant in danger of de- 
« ſtruction, and determined to leave no 
« ſtratagem untried to get the d:/taff from 

bie 
« Accordingly, ſeeing him alone, and 
« ſeparated from his faithful monitor Pru- 
« dence, ſhe thought no opportunity could 
« be more convenient to put her deſign 
ein execution. To this end, aſſuming an 
« artificial beauty, ſhe threw herſelf in 
« his way, and had the ſatisfaction to find 
« that her arts were not unſucceſsful. At 
« firſt ſhe aſſumed an air of diſdain ; till, 
« perceiving ſhe had ſufficiently captivat- 
*ed the deluded monarch, ſhe informed 
« him that ſhe was of a ſuperior order 
« of beings, and that there was only one 
thing 
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* thing which could ever prevail with her 
* to conſent to ſo ignominious an union; 
* this was, his foregoing all claim to the 
te diſtaff of induſtry. 

« The king at firſt objected to the pro- 
e poſal; repreſenting to her, that the wel- 
« fare of his kingdom depended on his 
« keeping it in his poſſeſſion ; but finding 
« ſhe would liſten to no other terms, the in- 
e fatuated monarch, overcome by the vio- 
« lence of his paſſion, conſented; and re- 
te ſigned the diſtaff to Idleneſs, who in- 
«* ſtantly ſunk it in the Lake of Sloth, by 
* which they were ſtanding ; ſhe then ſe- 
« cured it with a number of powerful 
« charms, and returned to the habitation 
« of her new lord, who, wholly given up 
* to his paſſion, entirely ſubmitted to her 
the direction of the empire, which ſhe 
« did not fail to render ſenſible of her 
« power. Famine, peſtilence, and diſ- 
« eaſe, continually, by her influence, in- 


« feſting the provinces. 


« During this time, my brother Igno- 


trance and myſelf were born, and my fa- 
ther, 


tl i 3 


*« ther, dying ſome years after, left the 


X *« kingdom to the joint government of my 


% mother, brother, and myſelf. We 
« reigned unmoleſted till a mighty giant, 
* named Impatience, commenced a bloody 
« war againſt us, which continued long 
« without ſucceſs on either ſide; for the 
giant being deſcended from a race of 
* enchanters, the art of my mother had 
te no power to ſubdue him; therefore arms 
« alone could decide the difference. Thus 
t war and deſolation threatened both 
« parties; each being determined never to 
« yield. The troops of Impatience, indeed, 
e frequently deſtroyed thoſe of my mo- 
« ther [dleneſs; but then they generally 
« fell into the ſnares prepared by the armies 
te over which I preſided. 

Things were in this ſituation, when 
e the people petitioned that the magician 
« Prudence, who had fled from the palace 
« on the firſt entrance of 1dlenefs, my mo- 
« ther, might be admitted as a mediator. 


This was agreed to, and the magician 


« ſent for, who propoſed that a peace 
ſhould 


L }] 


© ſhould be concluded; and cemented by 
* a marriage between myfelf and Impati- 
« ence. . This propoſal was at firſt by no 
« means reliſhed; for the natural aver- 
« fion we bore to each other was fo great, 
« that it was feared fatal conſequences 
4 might enſue from ſuch an union: but in 
order to obviate this objettion, the ma- 
« gician framed an enchanted cord, of 
« ſuch a peculiar texture, that whilſt it 
cc remained unbroken, no miſchief could 


« enſue; it was called the golden cord of 
« forbearance. | 
. «© Ina little time, ſeeing no other re- 
« medy, we followed the advice of Pru- 
te dence; and, by the aſſiſtance of the 
* magic cord, lived many years in do- 
« meſtic cordiality. In this time you was 
* born, whom we mutually agreed to call 
t Diligence. The year after a ſudden 
change took place; for one day Impa- 
* Z2ence, in a fit of choler, ſeized the golden 
« cord, on which alone our agreement 
*« depended, and broke it aſunder. The 
ce inſtant it was ſevered, our old animofity 

« returned, 
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« returned, if poſſible, more violent than 
« before ; it extended even to you, our 
« common offspring, whom we mutually 
« determined to abandon and diſown. 
« We immediately parted, fully reſolved 
« to live entire ſtrangers to, nor ever more 
« to interfere in, each other's government. 
« We left you in a foreſt, to the mercy of 
« the firſt traveller who ſhould paſs; and, 
« you were taken up and adopted by 
« a giant and gianteſs, of the race of your 
« father. For my part I repaired to the 
« Lake of Sloth, at the fide of which I took 
« up my abode ; and exerciſed the power 
of enchantment I inherited from my 
« mother, of which the princeſs Miranda 
« felt a ſevere proof. 

« Whilſt I was thus occupied, Prudence 
« the magician, was by no means unem- 
te ployed; his imagination turned wholly 
don recovering the d:/taff of induſtry from 
« the Lake of Sloth. His efforts had hither- 
« to proved unſucceſsful; the charms 
« with which my mother had ſecured it 
being too ſtrong eaſily to be deſtroyed: 


«but 
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« hut he had now diſcovered, that it could 
« never be raiſed, unleſs Diligence, the ſon 
« of Impatience and Delay, could be 
« found; here was another difficuly, it be- 
« ing uncertain to what part of the globe 
« we had conſigned you; at length, by 
« his art, he learnt this likewiſe; and com- 
« ing to the brink, by your aſliſtance, 
te though at that time too young to be ſen- 
<« ſible of its value, drew it from the lake. 
« I burned with indignation at this act of 
« violence; and ſhould certainly have 
« wrecked my vengeance on you, had you 
* not been protected by the magician, 
te who, having conducted you back to the 
* foreſt from whence he brought you, 
« fled with the d:/taff to the top of the 
« Durable Mountain, where he preſerved it 
« for that perſon whom the fates ſhould 
« endow with ſufficient conſtancy to ob- 
« tain it. 
« Thus, compelled by fate, have I re- 
« Jated that part of your hiſtory, till now 
« unknown, which, otherwiſe, the impla- 
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« gable hatred I ſtill bear you would never 
ce have ſuffered me to reveal.“ 

3 Theſe words were ſcarcely ended, when 
- XZ Delay diſappeared, ſo great was her aver- 
* X fion to Diligence and the diſtaff. 

Our two travellers then again ſat for- 
ward, contemplating on the ſtrange events 
the fairy had unfolded, and preſently ar- 
rived at the palace, where we will leave 
the prince and his royal parents to receive 
them, and ſee what befel the princeſs Flo- 
riſſa in her jouney to the river of Good- 
Nature. 


THE 


THE 
ADVENTURES 


OF THE- 


PRINCESS FLORISSA. 


Tur princeſs Floriſſa poſſeſſed many 
good qualities; ſhe was generous, ſincere, 
and affeQtionate, to Benigna; but there 
was a certain haughtineſs in her manners, 
particularly to inferiors, which rendered 
her far leſs amiable than her elder ſiſter : 
ſhe could not bear the leaſt contradiction; 
and unleſs things went exactly agreeably 
to her inclination, would be frequently 
ſullen, and continue out of humour whole 
days together. It was for this reaſon that 
the wy allotted her the journey, well 

knowing 
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knoving that one draught from the river 
/ good-nature would corrett theſe faults 


which proceeded rather from a bad temper 
than a bad heart. 


The firſt object that preſented itſelf to 


| her, after ſhe departed from the grotto of 
Benigna, was a poor boy, fitting by the 


way-ſide, crying moſt piteouſly ; © for the 
„ love of goodneſs, Madam,“ ſaid he, 
« beſtow a trifle to prevent me from ſtarv- 
« ing.“ „ You had better,” replied the 
princeſs, * go to work, than trouble and 


interrupt people as they paſs. © Alas!” 


returned the boy, I cannot get any 
« thing to do, and am ſo weak for want 
« of food, that I can ſcarcely ſtand.” «I 
« don't believe one word that you ſay,” 
replied Floriſſa; * but let me be tor- 
« mented no longer: then, putting her 
hand into a little ſilk purſe, ſhe took from 
thence ſome pieces of filver, which, with 
lome ſmall cakes her pocket afforded, ſhe 
threw to him; but in ſuch an ungracious 
manner, as entirely to deſtroy the obliga- 


tion ſhe was conferring. 
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Not long after this event, as ſhe was 
paſling by a poor, decrepid old woman 
ſupported by two crutches, one of them 
breaking ſhe fell to the ground. My 
« pretty maiden,” ſaid ſhe, © be ſo kind 
as to help me up again.” ““ Your 
« pretty., maiden!” replied the princeſs, 
could I expect to be treated with this 
5 inſolent freedom, by ſuch an indigent 
% perſon as you are! lay till ſome other 
« comes to aſſiſt you.“ ' Saying this, ſhe 
was continuing her journey, when the old 
woman roſe: You ſhall repent your 
.« j]l-nature,” ſaid ſhe, “I was an unſeen 
e ſpetator of your behaviour to the diſ- 
<,trefſed, boy, and contrived this artifice 
e for, a further trial of your diſpoſition. 
„Know that I am 7ll-fame, the fairy or- 
% dained to puniſh thoſe who, by their 
« conduct, give ſcope to my power.--- 
.* Henceforth,”” faid ſhe, ſtriking her with 
a black wand, © your form ſhall be ſavage 
as your, manners; Which words were 
ſcareely uttered, when the princels, inſtead 
of a beautiful young lady, became a large, 
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ſhaggy, black bear. Continue in that 
« form, ſaid the fairy, “ beſt ſuited to 
« your diſpoſition, till the River of Good- 
« nature reſtore you to your former ſhape.” 
Then diſappearing, ſhe left the princeſs 
at leiſure to repent of her folly. 

Floriſſa was not at preſent in a ſtate of 
mind for reflection; ſhe gave vent to the 
firſt tranſports of her rage, by the moſt 
horrid howlings; in the midſt of which, 
(as if fate ſeemed determined to humble 
her) an arrow aimed from a clump of 
a tree, pierced her in the fide ; the anguiſh 
of which, together with her former mis- 
fortune, added freſh tranſports to her rage. 
Sometimes ſhe rolled on the ground ; at 
others tore her fleſh, and endeavoured to 
put an end to her exiſtence ; at laſt, ex- 
hauſted with fatigue, ſhe ſunk down, la- 
menting her unhappy fate, not conſider- 
Ing that it was her own bad condu which 
occaſioned her misfortunes, She had not 
been long in this ſituation, before it oc- 
curred to her that the heat of the ſun 
(now in its meridian) might encreaſe the 
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* 


L 52 J 


anguiſh of her wound; looking round, 
therefore, ſhe ſpied not far off, a tree, the 
branches of which overſhadowed a large 
part of the road: to this ſhade, with much 
difficulty, ſhe crawled, and in a little time, 
notwithſtanding the agony of her body 

and mind, fell into a profound ſleep. 
Now the tree under which Floriſſa re- 
poſed, had many ages before been planted 
by a fairy, who reſided in that part of the 
country, for the convenience and relief 
of all travellers paſſing that way, who 
might ſtand in need of it. By her it was 
endowed with many powerful gifts ; but 
its chief virtue conſiſted in an odoriferous 
gum, which, continually dropping from 
its branches, would inſtantly heal the moſt 
dangerous wounds, though deemed incur- 
able by all human art. The name given 
40 this wonderful plant, by the fairy, was 
the tree of patience : its precious gum, 
while the princeſs ſlept, dropt into her 
wound, inſomuch, that upon awaking ſhe 
found little inconvenience from it. This 
afforded her ſo much conſolation that ſhe 
| began 
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began to reflect on the words of the old 
fairy, which only doomed her to that ſa- 
vage form, till ſhe ſhould drink of the 
river of good- nature; ſhe conſidered like- 
wiſe, that it was a juſt ſentence for her 
inhuman behaviour, determined to rectify 
her future conduct, and ſet out again on 
her journey, in order, if poſſible, to re- 
gain her former ſhape. 

Full of theſe good reſolutions, ſhe pur- 
ſued her way along the moſt unfrequented 
parts; being conſcious that her form 
would ſubje& her to many inconvenien- 
cies, ſhould ſhe attempt to take her road 
through cities. She travelled till the cloſe 
of the day, without meeting any perſon 
whatever, and at length arrived at a pretty 
httle neat houſe. She looked up and 
ſighed; © Alas!” ſaid ſhe to herſelf, 
Was it not for the horrd form I now 
* wear, here I might, perhaps, be welcome 
to a comfortable night's lodging; but 
J muſt fly the face of all human beings, 
* Jeſt I meet an untimely end from thoſe 
* L once called my fellow- creatures. Say- 
D 3 ing 
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ing this ſhe let fall ſome tears, and turned 
away to ſeek a lodging in the foreſt. She 
had not gone far, before ſne obſerved a 
very beautiful young female, fitting on a 
graſſy hillock, and playing with a lamb 
which gamboled around her; but no fooner 
did ſhe perceive Floriſſa, than alarmed 
at her ſavage appearance, fhe roſe to run 
away ; the princeſs, however, kneeling 
down, caught her attention by ſeveral 
geſtures which appeared very ſtrange in 
one of her ſeeming ſpecies, and no ſooner 
ſaw her ſtop, than advancing by flow de- 
grees, ' ſhe took the foot of the young fe- 
male, whoſe name was Pih, between her 
two fore-paws, and ſet it upon her head, 
in order to ſhew that ſhe was entirely at 
her diſpoſal. This behaviour ſo amazed 
Piiy, that the began to take courage, and 
be more familiar. She diverted herfelf by 
ſticking the ſhaggy coat of the princeſs 
with flowers; and when ſhe returned 
home (which was to that ſame houſe 
Floriſſa before admired) ſuffered her to 
follow, and grew ſo fond, that her dear 
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bear was the conſtant companion of her 
rural amuſements. 

One day as they were walking on the 
ſea-ſhore, it occurred to Floriſſa that ſhe 
might make her friend acquainted with her 
former condition; accordingly, after firſt 
fixing her attention, ſhe, with one of her 
paws, made marks on the ſand to this effect; 
« am the unfortunate princeſs Floriſſa.““ 
When Pic read this, ſhe gueſſed her bear 
was enchanted, and was lamenting that ſhe 
was unable to releaſe her, when ſhe heard 
a voice, ſeeming to proceed from under 
the water, repeat theſe words: 

Would'ſt thou the potent ſpell unbind, 
That holds the royal maid confin'd 


Thoſe ſovereign powers which hidden lye 
Within the Magic Ceſtus try. 


Pity was at firſt puzzled to diſcover 
the meaning of theſe myſterious words, 
but after ſome refle&ion unlocked a golden 
girdle ſhe wore, and threw it round the 
princeſs. Now this girdle Pity found 
one day floating in a neighbouring river, 
out of which ſhe drew it, and was ſo cap- 
D 4 tivated 


. 
tivated with its elegance, that ſhe put it on 
and conſidered it as her greateſt orna- 
ment, though till now ignorant of its real 
value. It was called the ceſtus of civility, 
and inherited a very remarkable quality, 
viz. that of transforming the moſt ſavage 
nature to the moſt gentle. Immediately - 
as Pity caſt this ceſtus round the princeſs, 
to her utter aſtoniſhment, the black bear 
diſappeared, and a delicate white pigeon 
flew into her boſom. Floriſſa, however, 
impatient to regain her former ſhape, did 
not remain long with her benefactreſs, but 
ſtretching her wings mounted into the air, 
and was out of ſight in an inſtant, leaving 
Pity to return home and bewail her loſs. 
There we will alſo leave her, and follow 
our rial traveller; who, highly delighted 
with her transformation, continued her 
flight over ſeas, mountains, vales, and de- 
ſerts, till the arrived at the moſt beauti- 
ful ſpot of land ever beheld. Spring, 
ſummer, and autumn, ſeemed here eter- 
nally united; fruits, flowers, buds, and 
bloſſoms, vied with each other, to render 
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this e1arming paradiſe (called the Plains 
of Concord) delightful : in the midſt of alt 
ran: the River of Good-nature, which flowed 
meandering into a thouſand little ſtreams, 
to water the plants and herbage of this 
happy land. 

Here the princeſs alighted, and took a 
large draught from the river; which done, 
ſhe was immediately. reſtored to her natu- 
ral form, and exaftly equipped as when ſhe 
left Benigna ; perceiving. this, ſhe took 
a large gold bottle, (which the fairy had 
provided on her firſt. ſetting out) and, fill. 
ing it with the delicious liquor, turned to 
purſue her journey to the fairy, after ſo- 
lacing herſelf with the beauties that ſur- 
rounded her. 

Floriſſa had not long left the Plains of 
Concord, when ſhe diſcovered in a foreſt 
through which ſhe was paſſing, two armed 
knights, fiercely. encountering each other. 
Having now entirely loſt her former 
haughtineſs, ſhe eagerly ran to part them, 
but to no purpoſe ;, the one, who was 
mounted on a white ſteed, till perſiſting 
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one, to continue the combat. Finding 
no entreaties would prevail, the princeſs 
requeſted them at leaſt to taſte the liquor 
the had in her hand, ſuppoſing it only 
to refreſh themſelves; to this. they con- 
fented; but had no ſooner taſted, than 
they felt the powerful effects of the river 
from whence it was taken, for they involun- 
tarily fell into each others embraces; the 
knight who rode on the white ſteed ſolicit- 
ing forgiveneſs of the other for his former 
outrage. f 8 

Thus all differences being accommo- 
dated, after returning mutual thanks to 
Floriſſa, they were on the point of parting 
when the knight who rode the black ſteed 
happened to ſay that he was travelling to 
the grotto of a very powerful fairy, named 


Benigna, upon an affair of the laſt import- 


ance. The princeſs, with ſurpriſe aſſured 
him ſhe was bound for the ſame place, 
(Which did not a little pleaſe the knight 
being already captivated with her charms) 


and begged to know the occaſion of his 


Journey, 
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journey, if not improper. © If it be 
agreeable, Madam,” replied he, „I will 
« relate the incidents of my life, which 
« may ſerve to amuſe you till the declin- 
« ing ſun renders travelling more de- 
« lightful.”* Floriſſa and the other knight 
aſſured him they ſhould eſteem it a parti- 
cular favour ; when being ſeated beneath 


a ſpreading tree, he began in the following 


manner, 


D 6 THE 


[ 6. ] 


THE HISTORY OF 
GENTLE REPROOE. 


A My life, Madam,“ ſaid the ſtranger, 
* has been marked, from earlieſt infancy, 
« by misfortunes. My mother was a fairy 
* of the higheſt order; her name, Friend- 
_« ſhip. It happened one day as ſhe was 
« ſporting in the woods with her compani- 
* ons, that ſhe was accoſted by a young 
« knight of royal extraction, whoſe agree- 
e able perſon and manners made ſo great 
« an impreſſion on her heart, that contrary 
"to the laws of fairy-land, ſhe deter- 
« mined to marry him, notwithſtanding 
the remonſtrances of her kindred. —By 
« this marriage ſhe was excluded from the 
« fairy court; ſo great is their diſlike to 
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« an union with mortals: but it gave my 
« mother little uneaſineſs, my father, whoſe 
% name was Integrity, poſſeſſing a diſpoſi- 
« tion ſo amiable, and conſonant with her 
on, that their lives were one continued 
* ſcene of love and harmony: the only 
thing that appeared wanting, to complete 
« their felicity, was a child, on whom they 
“ might laviſh an equal fhare of tender- 
« neſs. Two years after their union, this 
« hkewiſe was added : I was born, to the 
« jnexpreſhble ſatisfaction of my parents, 
and called Gentle Reproof.. But, alas! 
* this happineſs was of ſhort duration. 

„There was an old fairy, who lived not 
© far from our habitation, called Malice, 
* (though ſhe generally went by the name 
* of the Black Fairy from the darkneſs 
« of her complexion). She had a par- 
*« ticular averſion to my mother, occa- 
« fioned: by the difference of their art; 
for, as my mother delighted in, and 
« prattiſed, that part of enchantment 
** wholly good—ſo her ſole ſkill and plea- 
« ſure was in the exerciſe of evil.---She 
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had long looked with a malignant eye 
s on the happineſs of our family; and, 
« burſting with venom at this addition to 
it, reſolved to embitter it, by ſtealing 
« me away.“ Accordingly, one day as I 
« lay aſleep, rendering herſelf inviſible, 
* ſhe entered the houſe, and eſcaped with 
« me undiſcovered ;- then haſtening to 
« her den, ſhe made uſe of many diaboli- 
* cal charms, which changed my face 
e hlack like her own, and ſo entirely de- 
«formed me, that it would have been im- 
« poflible for my mother, notwithſtand- 
« ing her art, to have known me, unleſs 
« aſſiſted by a ſuperior power. When 
c thus disfigured ſhe called me Reproach. 
« Educated under her tuition, and know- 
« ing'no other parent, I naturally became 
« fond of her; and muſt do her the juſtice 
« to acknowledge, that ſhe equally re- 
« turned my affection. Her favourite 
_ « amuſement was to lay concealed in the 
_ « Foreſt of Strife, and when ſhe ſaw any 
traveller who had been chaſtiſed by 
« Allgſame, (another fairy who frequented 
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« thoſe' parts) to give me the hint to 
« wound the object with my arrows, which 
« were prepared by my foſter-mother with 
« ſuch ſubtle poiſon, that they communi- 
« cated a raging madneſs through the 
« whole frame; ſo that unleſs the perſons 
« wounded were ſo fortunate as to repair 
«to acertain tree, which contained an anti- 
« dote to its venom, they ſoon put an end 
« to their own lives and became our prey 

« which we devoured at leiſure. 
« Thus, madam, you ſee my life was 
« ſpent in a ſtate of ſavage ferocity, whilſt 
« my true parents bewailed my loſs, and 
in vain implored the fairy court for re- 
« dreſs: all the relief they could obtain 
« was, to learn where I was, and by whoſe 
« power detained ; but the charms were 
too powerful to be overruled by ordi- 
*« nary means. They continued deprived 
« of hope for many years; when a young 
« fairy, of my mother's acquaintance, ad- 
« viſed her to repair to the cave of Mer- 
« lin, a celebrated magician, and conſult 
« the oracle. Jo this end ſhe ſat out, and 
« arrived 
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* arrived: at the cave. It was ſituated: 
between two high rocks; and guarded by 
te four gentle-minded fairies, whom my mo- 
« ther, by her art, eaſily converſed with; 
« and. having. entered. with the magician. 
« conſulted the oracle: which anſwered, 
* that,. unleſs. the ceftus of civility, which: 
« lay hid: in the Plains of Concord, could be 
* thrown round me, I ſhould. never return 
* to my natural form and underſtanding. 
When my mother underſtood this, 
« ſhe immediately went in purſuit of, and 
found it, in the place the oracle pointed 
« out, hid under a golden ſtone. Her 
* next care was to caſt it round me; a very 
1 hazardous enterpriſe, I being conſtantly 
1 armed with the poiſoned arrows, ready 
to draw: on the ſlighted notice; but my 
% mother; determined not to ſhrink at 
„danger where there was the leaſt proba- 
« bility of regaining me. She according- 
ly came to the foreſt where the black 
« fairy and myſelf were amuſing ourſelves: 
% with our accuſtomed ſports, and in an 
« ;nſtant encircled me with the ceſtus, be- 
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« fore my foſter-mother, whoſe eye was 
« fixed on a black bear I had juſt wound- 
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Here the princeſs interrupted him; and, 
from many circumſtances, diſcovered, to 
their mutual furpriſe, it was that very ar- 
row, aimed by Reproack, with which ſhe 
was wounded, when under the chaſtiſe- 
ment of 7l-fame.-—After this the knight 
proceeded: “ The black fairy, Madam, 
« did not perceive my mother till it was 
“too late; ſhe made ſigns, indeed, for me 
« to defend myſelf, but the ceſtus, which 
« had the wonderful power of taming the 
* moſt ſavage nature, had inſtantly wrought 
« an aſtoniſhing change in me: my com- 
« plexion was no longer dark, nor my 
« countenance forbidding; my perſon, 
„ which was before deformed and bloated, 
« was now {mooth and delicate; my mind 
« alſo underwent a total revolution; and 
*I felt a juſt abhorence of my foſter-mo- 
ther, and former way of life, On turn- 
ing round, I perceived my real mother 
« run, bidding me follow, which I did, 

« notwith- 
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* notwithſtanding the rage and threats of 
* the black fairy, who had now entirely 
« loſt her power over me. I vas preſent- 
ly introduced to Integrity, my father, 
« who embraced me with all the tranſports 
* of parental affection. 

Thus my parents were once more 
te bleſt, and I, ſecure from the direful en- 
* chantments of Malice, lived in the 
* greateſt tranquility, till one day unlock- 
© ing the ceſtus, in order to bathe, it un- 
« fortunately fell into the river. I in- 
* ſtantly plunged in to recover it, but the 
current ran ſo ſtrong, that it was out of 
„ fight in a moment. Terrified at the 
* loſs, I returned to my mother, from 
« whom I could gain no relief: her ad- 
« vice was, that I ſhould avoid the Foreſt 
« of Strife, where Malice lived, and take 
« a journey to conſult Benigna, a power- 
* ful fairy, who reſided in the further part 
* of this country. I had not proceeded 
« far on my enterpriſe, before I was furi- 
* ouſly attacked by this knight, when you 
« timely interpoſed, and reconciled us 
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te with the liquor from the River of Good- 


ce nature. 

Here the knight concluded his narra- 
tive, which did not a little increaſe the ak 
fection Floriſſa had, from the firſt moment, 
entertained for him, and they purſued their 
journey, accompanied by the ſtrange 
knight, who declared himſelf bound on no 
particular adventure. 

As we have now an opportunity of 
leaving the princeſs in ſuch agreeable 
company, we will attend her ſiſter Cle- 


mentina, in purſuit of the ineſtimable ſpear 
of Truth. 


THE 


ADVENTURES 


OF THE 


PRINCESS CLEMEN TINA. 


CraemenTtiNA, the third princeſs, 
began her journey with a much lighter 
heart than her ſiſters. She was of a lively 
volatile diſpoſition, and wiſhed to ſee the 
world: beſides, ſhe pleaſed herſelf with 
the idea of giving Benigna a proof of her 
fortitude by braving thoſe dangers ſhe had 
informed her lay in the way unleſs ſhe 
kept the ſtraight road; which the princeſs 
was reſolved not to do, being confident 
ſhe poſſeſſed prudence and fortitude to 
combat and ſurmount every danger and 
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temptation that might aſſail her. With 
theſe ſentiments it is not ſurpriſing that 
ſhe took an early opportunity to turn in- 
to a little meadow that lay on one ſide of 
the road. Finding it extremely pleaſant, 
and adorned with a variety of beautiful 
flowers, Clementina amuſed herſelf with 
making poſies, garlands, and other pretty 
fancies, till grown weary, ſhe ſat down 
under the ſhade of a flowering thorn, and 
fell into a deep fleep. She was awoke 
by a loud clap of thunder, and ſtarting up 
to her great terror perceived it to be the 
cloſe of day, and found that a violent ſtorm 
had gathered over her head. She looked 
round, in hopes of diſcovering ſome houſe 
where ſhe might paſs the night, but, not 
perceiving any, was fain to ſhelter herſelf 
from the rain in a thick wood, on one fade 
of the meadow. The ſtorm at length having 
ſomewhat abated, ſhe attempted to regain 
the road ; but alas! the intricacies of this 
wood, called the Labyrinth of Error, added 
to the darkneſs of the night, rendered it 
utterly impoſſible, and, to her inexpreſſible 
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horror, ſhe was obliged to ſpend the night 
there, every moment in expeQation of 
being torn to pieces by the wild beaſts, 
whoſe ſavage cries echoed from fide to 
ſide of the wilderneſs. 

She now heartily repented of her folly, 
in neglecting the good advice of Benigna, 
believing that ſhe ſhould be devoured, as 
a puniſhment for her undutiful conduct. 
For her ſecurity, ſhe aſcended a tree, 
and by that means, however faulty, paſſed 
the night in ſafety. In the morning ſhe 
deſcended, fully reſolved to make all poſ- 
fible ſpeed to the public road; but had 
ſcarcely left the tree, when ſhe was ac- 
coſted by an old hermit, arrayed in a long 
white garment, covered with a grey man- 
tle, reaching to his girdle : © Good mor- 
« row, {weet lady,“ faid he, © whither are 
« you going ſo early?” © I am an unfor- 
6. tunate traveller,“ replied the princeſs, 
« who, laſt night, loſt my way in this wil- 
« derneſs.”* „If you will ſtep with me, 
ſaid the old man, © to my cottage, which 
« is hard by, and accept of a breakfaſt, I 
ce will 
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« will afterwards conduct you on your 
« way:“ © I thank you, my good father,“ 
ſaid ſhe, “ and will accept of your 
« invitation with pleaſure, for I am 
« really very faint for want of refreſh. 
« ment: © You will find,” ſaid he, © no 
te coſtly fare, no luxurious meats or li- 
« quors; nothing but plain and poor, 
«with a hearty welcome.” Clementina 
aſſured him ſhe preferred that to the 
greateſt dainties. The hermit then aſked 
her from whence ſhe came; to which the 
princeſs anſwered, © from the fairy Be- 
* nigna, and that ſhe was, by her appoint- 
« ment, travelling in purſuit of the Spear 
« of Truth.” 

As they were converſing thus, they 
entered the cottage, and the old man co- 
vered the table with milk, honey, and 
dried fruits, of which he kindly invited 
the princeſs to partake, and, the repaſt 
being over, amuſed her with the moſt en- 
tertaining tales, intermixing ſuch whole= 


ſome and paternal advice, that, allured by 


his agreeable converſation, Clementina loſt 
all 
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all thoughts of purſuing her journey that 
day, and was eaſily prevailed upon by 
her hoſt, whoſe name was Hypocriſy, to 
ſpend ſome further time with him ; nay, 
ſhe became fo pleaſed with the honeſt 
freedom of his manners, that had it not 
been for Benigna, hom ſhe ſtill tenderly 
loved, ſhe had been content to abide with 
him her whole life; but when ſhe conſider- 
ed that, by this conduct, ſhe muſt entirely 
relinquiſh the deſign for which ſhe ſat out, 
and by that means forfeit the friendſhip and 
protection of Benigna, her ſpirit was newly 
animated, and ſhe propoſed to continue 
her journey: My dear child,” ſaid the 
hermit, © let me perſuade you to abandon 
«this dangerous purſuit, and abide here 
in peace and tranquillity where you 
« will enjoy the pleaſures of a rural life : 
« ð for me,” continued he, “ ſhould I loſe 

«you, my heart would break.” 
Notwithſtanding theſe words, Clemen- 
tina was ſteadfaſt in her reſolution, and 
warmly urged her departure. Hypocriſy 
then brightened his countenance ; © I did 
| « it 
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«it but to try you,“ ſaid he, / and would 
te be the laſt perſon to difluade you from 
« ſo glorious an enterpriſe as that of ob- 
« taining the ſpear of truth ; on the con- 
« trary, though I live in this obſcurity, I 
« may be ſerviceable to you in the un- 
« dertaking ; having a friend, the poſſeſſor 
«© of an elegant manſion not far from 
« hence, who at my requeſt will direct 
« you a much nearer and eaſier way.“ 
He had ſcarcely ended, when a young 
woman, gaily dreſſed, entered: © Con- 
% duct this traveller,” ſaid Hypocriſy, 
(turning towards her) © to your miſtreſs : 
« tell her ſhe is in purſuit of the ſpear of 
truth, and that I am much intereſted 
« in her ſucceſs :*”—Saying this, he took 
an affeftionate leave of Clementina, and 
parted with much ſeeming concern. 

The young damſel, whoſe name was 
Flattery, conducted the princeſs through 
the Labyrinth of Error with great com- 
plaiſance. Her winning manners, and 
agreeable converſation, ſo delighted Cle. 
mentina, that ſhe thought herſelf fortu- 
E nate 
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nate beyond her moſt ſanguine wiſhes, to 
meet with a companion ſo agreeable ; 
nor did Flattery, on her part, appear to 
be leſs pleaſed: ſhe endeavoured, by all 
the art ſhe was miſtreſs of, to ingratiate 
herſelf with Clementina, and effected it 
by laviſhing on her the moſt extravagant 
compliments ; telling her repeatedly that 
ſhe was more beautiful, witty, and accom- 
pliſhed, than any one ſhe had ever before 
ſeen. Theſe ſoothing accents ſunk deep 
into the heart of the princeſs, (who was 
naturally fond of admiration) and en- 
groſſed her attention, till a very orna- 
mented building, painted with various co- 
lours, appeared in view. The princeſs, 
obſerving its magnificence, aſked her 
companion if it belonged to the lady to 
whom they were going ?—Flattery replied 
that it did; but aſſured Clementina the 
elegance of the inſide ſurpaſſed that of 
the out, 
By this time they were at the brink of 
a river that glided before the entrance, 
planted on each fide with orange and other 
odoriferous 
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odoriferous ſhrubs, when Flattery taking 
a golden cup that hung on one of the 
branches, filled it from the ſtream, and 
preſented it to the princels, telling her, 
that although her accompliſhments and 
beauty now ſurpaſſed all imagination, one 
draught of that liquor would render her 
ten thouſand times more lovely. Cle- 
mentina, without heſitation, put it to her 
lips, and finding the taſte extremely plea- 
ſant, drank a large draught. Now this 
ſtream was the River of Self-concett : it did 
not in reality produce the effect Flattery 
had deſcribed, but its quality was ſo in- 
toxicating, that the brain of thoſe who 
taſted being diſtempered, they never failed 
to imagine their charms much improved 
by the draught. It inſtantly began to 
operate on the princeſs; for caſting her 
eyes downward to the ſtream, the reflec- 
tion of her perſon appeared beautiful as 
an angel; her complexion ſeemed to glow 
with unuſual lovelineſs; her eyes to flaſh 
brighter fire; and ſhe had a number of 
{mart ſentences at the end of her tongue, 
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which ſhe only wanted time and 1 0 
tunity to uiter. 

She had not time to reflect ** on this 
imaginary change, for Flactery ſoon in- 
troduced her to a ſpacious gallery, richly 
adorned with bronzes, and the moſt high 
fimſhed fabulous paintings; from whence 
they paſſed to a ſuite of apartments equally 
elegant, in which were ſeveral ladies and. 
gentlemen, amuſing themſelves variouſly ; 
dancing, ſinging, or playing different 
games cards, dice, &c. They all ſeem- 
ed in the height of feſtivity, and invited: 
Clementina, as ſhe paſſed, to join in their 
diverſions ; but ſhe followed her guide to a 
room even ſuperiour in elegance to the 
former, where ſat Falſchood, the poſſeſſor 
of this enchanting manſion. She appear- 
ed to be about five-and-twenty ; and ſo. 
fair, that the princeſs now began to re-. 
fle& on the beauty of Benigna (which ſhe 
had formerly conſidered as the model of 
perfection) with indifference, if not con- 
tempt. Falſehood was dreſſed in a change- 
able ſilk garment, embroidered with foils 
Ka 3 | and 
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and feathers; and a wreath of rubies 


ſeemed to encircle her fine black hair, 
which fell in ringlets on her ſnowy boſom. 
To this charming female Flattery intro- 
duced the princeſs, informing Falſehood 
from whence ſhe came, and that their 
good friend, the hermit, had recommended 
her as a gueſt worthy to be entertained, 


being on a journey in ſearch of the Jpear 


of truth. 

Falſchood, who perfectly underſtood the 
hermit's meſſage, aſſured the princels, 
with a moſt bewitching ſmile, that the 
dangers and difhcultics in the road were 
ſo great, that the ſpear of truth could 
never be attained, nor were it poſſible, was 
it worth the trouble, it being an old anti- 
quated weapon, much out of uſe, and not 
poſſeſſed of the virtues by ſome aſcribed 
to it: © my houſe,” ſaid ſhe, taking her 
by the hand, * is at your ſervice ; behold 
« the magnificence, the ſplendor, the feſ- 
« tivity that ſurround you! Conſent to 
* ſhare this with me, and forego an en- 
Ns AED, in which toil and diſappoint- 
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ment can be your only reward.” This 
ſpeech was no ſooner ended, than Flattery, 
in her natural inſinuating manner, began 
to add the moſt powerful perſuaſions; ſo 
that the princeſs, who vas intoxicated 
with the liquor ſhe had drank from the 
River of Selfconceit, at her firſt entrance, 
began to look back with diſguſt on the 
innocent pleaſure ſhe had taſted in the 
grotto of the fairy, and to think that her 
beauty, wit, and accompliſhments, de- 
ſerved better than to be confined to a 
ſolitary life: with theſe ideas ſhe was eaſily 
perſuaded to give up the fatiguing jour- 
ney allotted her by Benigna, and had no 
ſooner ſignified her intention of ſtaying, 
than Flattery conducted her back to thoſe 
ſocieties ſhe had before ſeen, into which 
ſhe was readily admitted. 

She ſpent the firſt two or three days 
very agreeably, one thing only alarmed, 
and gave her uneaſineſs; this was a ſpec- 
tre, which continually haunted the man- 
ſion. It walked the apartments armed 
with a pair of pincers, and ſeized every 

opportunity 
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opportunity to allure any one of the 
company from the reſt, when it employed 
- theſe pincers to nip and torment them; 
their only reſource being, as ſoon as poſ- 
ſible, to join the companies and diver- 
ſions, where it ſeldom intruded. This 
ſpectre, which was called Evil Conſcience, 
in a little time became fo troubleſome to 
Clementina, that ſhe loſt all reliſh for the 
amuſements that had before ſo much 
charmed her. She frequently communi- 
cated the cauſe of her diſquiet to her fa- 
vourite Flattery; who laughing, told her 
the phantom that alarmed her was not 
worth attending to. © That it had im- 
« pertinently intruded, ſhe could not tell 
« how, into their ſocieties, and attached 
« itſelf ſo firmly to Falſehood, her miſ- 
« treſs, that, notwithſtanding their endea- 
« yours, they could never rid the houſe 
* of it: but,” added ſhe, . we are ſo con- 
e tinually ſurrounded by company, and 
« immerſed in pleaſures, that we give it 
« little obſervance.” This, however, did 
not ſatisfy Clementina, who grew every 
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day more and more diſcontented with her 
ſituation: The company, the diverſions, 
no more delighted her; and ſhe now re- 
fleted with regret on thoſe happy hours 
ſhe had ſpent in the grotto of Benigna. 

In this unhappy ſtate of mind, ſhe one 
day walked into a grove which bounded 
an avenue that led to the houſe, in order 
to try if it were poſſible to eſcape the vi- 
gilance of her conſtant tormentor, the 
ſpectre. Here ſhe was met by a vene- 
rable hermit. « You ſeem in haſte, young 
« lady,” ſaid he, accoſting her: “ I am 
« endeavouring,” replied the princeſs, 
« to eſcape a dreadful ſpectre that haunts 
« our houſe:*” “Do you mean the Palace 
« of Faljchood ?”” ſaid the hermit, The 
princeſs replied that ſhe did. I am 
happy,“ returned the hermit, © that you 
„ have taken this path; I can eaſily free 


« you from him, provided you put your- 


« {elf under my protection, and conſent to 
« leave this place.” 
Clementina was at firſt by no means pre- 


poſſeſſed in favour of the hermit ; the was 
fearful 
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fearful of being again deceived ; but upon 
a nearer Examination, ſh2 diſcerned in his 
countenance, which ſhe had before thought 
ſtern and forbidding, that ſedate compo- 


ſare, and friendly ſolicitude for her wel- 
fare, that her apprehenſions vaniſhed, and 


ſhe frankly told him ſhe had formerly ſet 


out in ſearch of the ſpear of truth, and 
deſired nothing more than to purſue her 
journey ; but that ſhe had unfortunately 
forgotten what road ſhe ſhould take. «© My 
„name,“ ſaid the hermit, © is Repentance ; 
* jt is in my power alone to free you 
* from the tyranny of that ſpeare, and 
« again to put you inthe road to obtain the 
« ſpear of truth. He then commanded 
the prineeſs to kneel, and taking a little 
box of balſam from his pocket, „ This,” 
ſaid he, © is the ointment of reſolution ; 
% without which you would never be able 
« to eſcape the manſon of Flſchocd, 
« who is an enchantreſs.” Saving this, 
he anointed her ſhoulders with the bal- 
ſam, and the princeſs inſtantly felt a pair 
of w.ngs grow out of them, with which 

E 5 me 
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The could fly to the moſt diſtant parts. 
Repentance then conducted her to the 
ſtraight road, from whence ſhe had wan- 
dered into the Labyrinth of Error; when, 
with the aſſiſtance of her wings, ſhe pre- 
ſently loſt fight of the habitation of Falſe- 
hood, and arrived at the foot of the moun- 
tain, where the bright fpear was held up 
as a reward to the perſon who attained the 
ſummit. Here Clementina ſaw many peo- 
ple looking with wiſhful eyes on it; but, 
for want of the wings of Reſolution, they 
continued at the bottom. The princeſs, 
by the affiſtance of theſe, with little dif- 
ficulty, gained the wiſhed-for eminence ; 
and was preſented with the ſpear of truth 
by a beautiful female, the guardian of 
it. 

9 * to you, aid ſhe, “this in- 
valuable treaſure; and congratulate you 
« on efeaping the arts which Falſehood 
« and Hypocriſy never fail to caſt in the 
« way of thoſe who ſet out in purſuit of 
«it: go,” continued ſhe, „return in 
« lalety to Benigna, far from the Laby- 

« rinth 
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* rinth of Error, and ſecure from thoſe 
« dangers from which the ſpear of truth 
« can alone defend you.” She then ſmiled 
with ineffable ſweetneſs on the princeſs, 
and left her to return to the guardian 
fairy, who received her with open arms, 
and the warmeſt congratulations, 


E 6 THE 


THE 


ADVENTURES 


OF THE 


PRINCESS BONNETTA. 


G OOD-NATURE, affability, and 
ſweetneſs of temper, ſhone conſpicuous 
in the character of the princeſs Bonnetta, 
and amply made amends for the defects 
of her perſon. She was ſhort, crooked, 
and dark-complexioned; but, notwith- 
ſtanding theſe defects, ſhe captivated the 
hearts of all who knew her, by her good 
ſenſe and amiable diſpoſition. 

This princeſs had not advanced far on 
her journey, before ſhe was accoſted by 
an old fairy, who ſpoke to her in theſe 

words ; 
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words: * am,” ſaid the fairy, © by my art, 
« acquainted that the fates have ordained 
« you a journey, long, difficult, and replete 
« with inhumerable dangers: you are 
« young and inexperienced; and, without 
« ſome ſupernatural defence, will unavoid- 
« ably fall a prey to thoſe perils that await 
te you: take, therefore, this enchanted rod, 
« which will give you unlimited power ; 
« when uſed, you will inſtantly perceive 
* the wonderful properties which lay con- 
« cealed in it.” She then diſappeared, 
leaving the princeſs in poſſeſſion of the 
rod, 

Bonneta, delighted with the gift of the 
old fairy, ſeated herſelf beneath a tree, to 
indulge the agreeable reflections her good 
fortune had occaſioned, for ſhe believed 
ſhe might now purſue her journey free 
from interruption. In a few minutes ſhe 
perceived an ancient hermit walk ſlowly 
towards her; he was dreſſed in a long 
black gown and cap, and held a white 
wand in his hand. Daughter,” ſaid he 


to 
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to the princeſs, © you are, without doubt, 
cc ignorant that the vod, which ſeems to 
te inſpire you with reſolution and delight, 
„ ought rather to fill your mind with 
« diffidence and regret ; but, as the aſſer- 
« tion of a ſtranger may poſſibly obtain 
little credit, I will relate my hiſtory.” 
— Saying this, he ſeated himſelf beſide 
her, and began in the following man- 
ner; 


THE 
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THE HISTORY OF THE 


HERMIT OF THE WHITE 
ROCK. 


a My name,” ſaid the hermit, * is 
« Albubeca. I received my being in a 
« cavern ſituated near the ſummit of a 


e tremendous precipice, called the White 


% Rock, a retreat which my father, who 
« was deeply ſkilled in the moſt occult 
« ſciences, had choſen that he might mark 
te the progreſs of the planets, and other 
« celeſtial bodies. Excluded from the 
* world, my youth was paſſed in an un- 
« interrupted courſe of ſtudy, our ſociety 
« being confined to a few harmleſs pea- 
« ſants, who inhabited the vale below, and 
ce ſupplied us with the neceſſaries to ſuf- 


« fice nature, I obtained the knowledge 
« of 


[8] 
* of many choice ſecrets from my father, 
* who at length died in a good old age; 
« and ſhortly after a fingular adventure 
% drew me from my former inaQtivity. 
« One evening induced by the ſerenity 
« of the air, I left my habitation ; and 
« following the courſe of a winding river, 
« loſt myſelf amidſt a chain of almoſt in- 
te acceſhble mountains. In a few minutes, 
« ſtill continuing my walk, I perceived a 
© little wood, and at the entrance a bril- 
« ljant chariot, faſhioned of one entire 
* diamond. I had ſcarcely time for re- 
« flection; a ſhrill voice called me by my 
« name, and turning round I diſcovered 
te a terrible looking old fairy, who with 
« evident marks of confuſion and diſmay, 
bade me approach: by her ſtood a beau- 
« tiful female, whoſe aſpect beſpoke her to 
be more than human; the glance of 


« her eye ſeemed to penetrate through | 


« all nature; aweful majeſty ſat on her 
« brow, and grace and celeſtial dignity were 
« in her mien. | 
% When I approached, the old fairy 
« touching 
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e touching a rod I then chanced to hold, 


« with precipitation uttered theſe words, 
« May half of that power I poſſeſs, paſs 
« into this rod.“ © See,” continued ſhe, 
«with a malignant ſmile, turning to the 
« beautiful figure who ſtood at her fide, 
« my art ſhall ſtill remain attive.” The 
« other, without reply, ſtruck the ground 
* with a bright ſpear, when, to my utter 
« aſtoniſhment, the wood in which we were 
e ſtanding, vaniſhed, and I perceived the 
“old fairy bound to a rock that hung over 
the ſea. After this I was tranſported 
te to a ſpot adjacent to my habitation, 
« where the beautiful celeſtial, (for ſuch 
* I found ſhe was) ſpoke to me in theſe 
« words; “ The fates,” ſaid ſhe, © have 
« permitted you to be a witneſs of ſome 
* ſecrets, whereby the vindictive are go- 
« verned. I am Fuſtice, one of the ſu- 
« perior deities; the name of that old 
« fairy is Revenge; from whoſe tyranny, 
« until the ſun has ſeventy times encircled 
« the earth, I have releaſed mankind. She 
has endeavoured to fruſtrate my deſigns, 

c«c by 


. — 90 ] 


" by tranſmitting a part of her power to 
*« the rod you hold.“ © But,” continued 
« Juſtice, © I will defeat the evil of her 
* intention.“ Then taking the rod from 
my hand, ſhe touched it with her ſpear, 
« and calling it the rod of retribution, 
« returned it with theſe words; © abuſe 
not my delegated power; punifh Vice, 
«and reward Virtue.” Then, with a 
* ſmile of righteous dignity, ſhe bade me 
* xreturn to my habitation in peace; and 


-< mounting the radiant chariot I had be- 


« fore ſeen, inſtantly diſappeared. 
L entered my cavern, poſſeſſed of the 
« rod of retribution, and adhered ſtrictly 
* to the injunction of 7uſtice. I called 
forth its evil properties to chaſtiſe vice, 
« and its good to reward virtue. 
« But alas! the ſeventy years for which 
& Tuſtice had bound Revenge elapſed ; ſhe 
« was once more ſet at large to torment 
«© mankind, and employed her utmoſt, 
&© ſkill to obtain poſſeſſion of the rod, to 
cc which ſhe had transferred a conſiderable 


« part of her power; finding all other ef- 
farts 
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* forts vain, ſhe aſſumed the form of 
« a beautiful woman, whom I imagined 
te to be Juſtice, entered my habitation, 
_« and, with eaſe, perſuaded me to re- 
« linquiſh it. I had no ſooner parted 
« with this treaſure, than a beautiful ce- 
« leſtial ſtood before me: as the majeſ- 
« tic countenance of Juſtice was formed 
* to inſpire reverence and awe, ſo was 
« the mild ſerenity of this heavenly viſi- 


e tant's to create confidence and love. Her 


bro was clear and open, and her eyes full 
e of ſweetneſs and compaſſion, A robe 
of the pureſt white enfolded her, and a 
« dove reſted on her boſom She told 
* me that I had, by my credulity, put the 
« rod of retribution into the hands of the 
« old fairy Revenge, who had artfully for 
ce that purpoſe, aſſumed the form of Juſ- 
« tice. She added, that Revenge had an- 
« nihilated its good properties, and left 
« the evil alone remaining; with which 
e ſhe would ſtill continue to ſcourge man- 
« kind; ſhe then preſented me with a 
« wand, which ſhe told me would confer 
good 
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good only; and commanded me to uſe it 


jn defence of the innocent and unpro- | 
* tefted. After this ſhe diſappeared, in- a 
« forming me that ſhe was called Mercy. It ; 
vas by the power of this wand that I ren- | 
« dered myſelf inviſible, and diſcovered l 
Revenge preſent you with the dangerous f 
rod, which is now entirely gifted by her | 
* diabolical art: ſhe is acquainted that you 
« are in purſuit of the mantle of meekneſs,and : 
« expetts that the poſſeſſion of the rod will 


« fruſtrate your attempts to obtain it.“ 
« Let me inſtantly,” ſaid the princeſs, 


interrupting him, “throw this deſtructive 
* power from me: © No,” replied the ' 
hermit, © it is a temptation which heaven 


« permits for a trial of your worth: to 


« bear injuries with patience, when deſti- | 
« tute of power to return them, is a tribute 
« due to your own eaſe, but to endure Þ 
them with moderation, whilſt the rod © 
« of retribution reſts in your hand, is an 
« effort of true fortitude. Go, then, my ö 


« daughter, and, poſſeſſed of it, approve 


« yourſelf worthy to receive that invalu- 


« able 


— 
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«ble treaſure of which you are in pur- 
« ſuit.” He then diſappeared, and left 
the princeſs to continue her journey, 

Bonnetta travelled many days without 
meeting with any adventure worth relat- 
ing; at length purſuing her journey one 
morning, wrapt in contemplation, in an in- 
ſtant ſhe felt ſeveral parts of her body 
wounded, and on turning to diſcover the 
cauſe, perceived that a ſhower of darts, 
apparently aimed at her, iſſued from a 
foreſt through which: ſhe had not long be- 
fore paſled. Equally ſurpriſed and terrifi- 
ed, ſhe endeavoured to eſcape by the 
ſwiftneſs of her feet, but in vain; the darts 
purſued her with equal rapidity. 

The reader will, without doubt, recol- 
le&t Malice, the black fairy, who had ſo 
conſiderable a ſhare in the adventures of 
Gentle Repro, and will remember, that ſhe 
armed him with poiſoned arrows, and cal- 
led him Reproach. The powerful ceſtus had 
no ſooner deſtroyed the ſpells by which ſhe 
had bound him to herſelf, than the arrows, 


which were fitted alone the hand of Re- 


proach, 
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Sfoach, remained uſeleſs. Malice, enraged 
at this diminution of her power, refolved 
to make herſelf amends, and with many 
ſecret ſpells and invocations, formed a 
magic machine, exactly to her purpoſe. 
It reſembled a porcupine; and, like that 
animal, was furniſhed with pointed quills, 
which on the ſlighteſt intimation were 
darted by Malice into the moſt ſuſcepti- 
ble parts of the human frame. Having 
animated this monument of her diabolical 


art, with her own venom, ſhe called it 


Slander. 

It was the darts of Slander that pur- 
ſued the princeſs Bonnetta; the pain they 
inflicted, though by no means equal to 
that occaſioned by the arrows of Reproach, 
were, nevertheleſs, ſufficiently excruciat- 
ing to make her often feel an inclination 
to retort the anguiſh ſhe endured on the 
author of it, which ſhe could inſtantly 
have done, by waving the enchanted rod 
put into her hand by the fairy Revenge ; 
but, when ſhe reflected on the words of 
the hermit of the White Rock, ſhe de- 

termined 
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termined to endure any thing, rather than 
by the uſe of this dangerous gift, to for- 
feit the hope of obtaining that treaſure of 
which ſhe had ſet out in the purſuit. 

She continued her flight with incredi- 
ble ſwiftneſs, till, at the entrance of a ca- 
vern, ſhe perceived an old man, who, with 
much kindneſs in his addreſs, entreated 
her to enter, and ſhelter herſelf from the 
Carts of Slander, inveighing moſt bitterly 
at the cruelty of her perſecutors, and beg- 
ging ſhe would confide in him, as his heart 
and doors were always open to ſuccour the 
diſtreſſed. The princeſs, overjoyed to 
have arrived at a place of ſecurity, and 
full of gratitude for this kind invitation, 
immediately went in; but had no ſooner 
ſet her foot on the inſide of the cavern, 
than ſhe fell many fathoms under ground, 
into a deep dungeon. 

She had ſcarcely recovered from a 
ſwoon, which the fall occaſioned, when the 
old man entered ; who, rejoiced at adding 
another to the liſt of his captives, with a 
malignant ſmile, confined her amongſt a 

5 number 
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number of unfortunate wretches, who, 
like herſeif, big been decoyed into his 
ſnares. 

Here Bonnetta was frequently on the 
point of exerciſing the enchanted rod; but 
the natural mildneſs of her diſpoſition, 
Joined to that firm deſire ſhe ever felt of 
obtaining the immortal mantle of meek- 
neſs, counteratted her deſign, and made 
her forego all thought of ſo dangerous an 
expedient : nor did ſhe repent of this con- 
duct; for, on the third day, her old friend, 
the hermit of the White Rock ſtood before 
her: © I am charmed,” ſaid he, “ with 
« your moderation, which will not in the 
«end go unrewarded: Refign now, ſaid 
« Albubeca, the rod to me; for though 
« you have more trials to encounter, they 
«will be in a ſtate where its power would 
« be uſeleſs. You are now fallen into 
«the ſnares of Treachery, a powerful, but 
«evil magician ; his ſpells are too ſtrong 
* to be overcome by ordinary means; you 
« muſt therefore, to avoid the ſnares of 
« Treachery, for a time bid adieu to all 

converſe 


Ru 22 "50 ts GS I < wa. Te) ; . 
W 


LL 97 þ 
«* converſe with human beings ; chule, 
« and I will releaſe you, either by trans- 
« forming you to a dolphin or a nightin- 
« gale. 

Bonnetta was inclined to become an 
inhabitant of the air; but unwilling to 
determine haſtily, ſhe continued ſilent for 
a few minutes, to debate the queſtion. 
« If I become a nightingale,”” ſaid ſhe to 
herſelf, “ I ſhall with caſe ſkim to the ut- 
* © moſt parts of this vaſt world, and diſ- 
« cover the various wonders that adorn its 
« palaces, plains, mountains, and ſeas; 
« beſide obſerving the different cuſtoms 
« and manners of mankind. But will all 
« this afford me pleaſure,” ſaid ſhe, re- 
collecting herſelf, © when I cannot im- 
e part it to others? I ſhall be alone in 
= © the wide world, without one friend, one 
„ companion to partake of my enjoy- 
« ments.“ Here a flood of tears covered 
her face. 

« If I become a dolphin,” ſaid ſhe, 
continuing her reflections, © though I 
* loſe the light of the ſun, I ſhall till 
I « hold 
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« tality : I ſhall warn the unthinking ma- 
« riner of the gathering ſtorm®; I ſhall 
« teach him to prepare for approaching 
« danger : then this conſolation will ever 
« remain, that, although I ſhould no more 
« be permitted to mix with my native 
« ſpecies, I ſhall ſtill be uſeful to the cauſe 
« of humanity.” 

This laſt reflection pleaded ſo forcibly 
with the amiable princeſs, that ſhe en- 
treated Albubeca to transform her to a 
dolphin; when the hermit, who was ac- 
quainted with what paſſed in her mind, 


thus anſwered. © Becauſe you have pre- 


e ferred the good of others to your own 
« gratifications, be at diſcretion,” ſaid he, 
ſtriking her with his wand, “ a dolphin or 
« a nightingale.” Theſe words were no 
ſooner uttered, than the princeſs be- 
came a dolphin, ſporting in a large ocean; 
but being deſirous to try how ſhe ſhould 
approve of an rial ſituation, ſhe wiſhed 


* The dolphins are ſaid to appear on the ſurface 
of the water, previous to a ſtorm. 


ſhe 


hold a part in the concerns of mor- 
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ſhe might become a nightingale, and in an 
inſtant, as the hermit had promiſed, ſhe 
mounted the air in that form, It being 
evening, ſhe flew towards a cottage, and 
ſlept on the branches of a pear-tree, and 
in the morning took her flight over a 
pleaſant vally; through it ran a clear 
ſtream, at the fide of which ſat an hand- 
ſome young knight. — Bonnetta, attracted 
by the gracefulneſs of his perſon, perch- 
ed on a tree hard by, to obſerve him. 

He had tied his horſe to a tree, and was 
entertaining himſelf with a book; but in 
a few minutes aroſe, and, mounting his 
ſteed, which was milk-white, rode flowly -. 
up the valley; while the princeſs, who 
had an earneſt deſire to diſcover who this 
agreeable young knight was, followed at 
a ſhort diſtance. 

The firſt object that caught the atten- 
tion of our travellers, was a magnificent 
caſtle, built of the fineſt Egyptian marble ; 
the windows were lofty, with frames of 
wrought gold, and the whole edifice 
adorned with the - richeſt ſculpture art 
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could invent. The ſtranger ſtopt to ad- 


mire it; as alſo his little zrial Smpanion, 
who had never in her life ſeen any thing 
ſo elegantly rich and noble. 

In the mean while, a very beautiful 


young lady approached, and invited the 


knight to enter the caſtle, and refreſh 
himſelf: at firſt he refuſed; but, being 


entreated a ſecond time, complied, and' 


followed her. The princeſs likewiſe de- 
ſigned to be of the party, and was watch- 
ing an opportunity to enter unobſerved, 
when the hermit of the White Rock ſtood 
before her. © Whither are you going,” 
ſaid he, frowning ; “ you know not what 
« danger lurks beneath that ſplendor, 
« The caſtle belongs to a deformed giant 
c called Pride; though he endeavours to 
« conceal his deformity by the coſtlineſs 
« of his habit: that lady who appeared ſo 
« beautiful, is his wife; her name is 
Vanity. By an artful inſinuating ad- 
* dreſs, ſhe decoys unthinking travellers 
into her caſtle, where they are detained 


« jn a ſtate of abjett ſlavery, to augment 
« the 
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« the retinue of the giant Pride, her huſ- 


« band: Mt ſo alluring is the addreſs of 
te Vanity, that theſe miſerable victims con- 
te tinue pleaſed with their condition, and 
« utterly inſenſible to their bondage; 
* which, once known, they could eaſily 
« ſhake off. The knight ſhe has now 


« entrapped is travelling in purſuit of ad- 


« yentures; he is an amiable youth, but 


« too frequently led away by falſe appear- 
.« ances, and is called the knight of the 


« ſilver ſhueld.” | 
« Alas!” replied the princeſs, © is there 


« not a poſſibility of freeing him from her 
t enchantment ?”* © I have,” ſaid the her- 
mit, © in my poſſeſſion a charm, which if 
« properly applied, is able to deſtroy it; 


« it is called the ring of humilitiy; and 
« when rubbed on the eyelids of the per- 
« ſons held captive by the enchantment of 
« Pride and Vanity, will immediately cauſe 
« them to diſcover their own bondage, 
« when it requires little exertion to ſhake 
off the chains that bind them. I will 
« intruſt you with this ineſtimable jewel, 
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„ if, after what I have ſaidy you have 
courage to enter the caſtl&and apply 
«jt. Bonnetta, whoſe heart was deeply 


* intereſted in the fate of the knight, 


* readily embraced the propoſal ; when 
« Albubeca, taking the ring from his fin- 
«« ger, ſlipped the neck of our little night- 
« ingale into it, and, bidding her farewell, 

« diſappeared.” 
| The princeſs, unperceived, ſped her 
| Might to the great hall of the caſtle, at the 
| upper end of which was the giant, who, 
notwithſtanding the richneſs of his crim- 
Jon and gold robe, appeared to Bonnetta 
a thouſand times more deformed than her 
imagination had painted him: he was ſeat- 
ed at a ſplendid banquet, ſurrounded by a 
crowd of knights and ladies, who all ap- 
peared to be in the height of merriment ; 
but it muſt certainly have aſtoniſhed her, 
(had ſhe not been before informed of it by 
the hermit) to obſerve that each of the 
gueſts wore a large gold chain, one end 
of which was faſtened to their right foot, 
and the other to their neck; hut to this 
5 8 2 they 
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they appeared perfealy inſenſible, and 


continued in great glee; which was much 
augmented by Vaniiy, whoſe ſole aim 
ſeemed the entertainment of her gueſts. 
Amongſt the reſt, not without a ſenſible 
mortification, the princeſs obſerved the 
knight of the falver ſhield, who appeared 
to be much captivated by the wit and 
beauty of Vanity; the giant being too 
much employed with his own importance, 
to give any attention to the concerns of 
his wife, 

When Bonnetta had made every neceſ- 
ſary obſervation, towards evening ſhe 
ſtole, unperceived, to the chamber al- 
lotted for the knight, and concealing her- 
ſelf in the hangings, waited till he retired 


to reſt, He was no ſooner aſleep, than 


ſhe alighted ſofily on the bed, and, taking 
the ring in her beak, applicd it to his eye- 
lids, as the hermit had diretted, and again 
ſlipping her neck into it, flew to her place 
of concealment. 

In the morning when the knight awoke, 
he was much amazed to find his neck and 
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Tight foot encumbered with a heavy chain, 
and being inſenſible to this bondage when 
he went to reſt, imagined that ſome per- 
ſon had been in his chamber, and treache- 
rouſly taken advantage of him whilſt aſleep: 
ſtung with this idea, he ſtarted up, but to 
his great ſurpriſe, with eaſe ſhook off his 
fetters. He could not, however, account 
for a myſtery, in appearance fo ſtrange, 
and was leaving his apartment, determin- 
ed, if poſſible, to unravel it, when he caſt 
his eye on the little nightingale, who had 
imprudently perched on a rich cabinet, 
preparing to ſerenade him. How was he 
amazed to obferve her neck adorned with 
a jewel that far ontſhone any he had ſeen 
the preceding day in the caſtle! he took 
hold of her, and notwithſtanding ſhe flut- 
tered, beat her wings, and uſed her utmoſt 
endeavours in defence of it, pulled it from 
her neck; and putting the ring on one 
finger, and the mghtingale on the ooer, 
walked into the great hall. 

Here was freſh matter for aſtoniſhment; 


N n whom he had the night 
c before 


„ 


beſore conſidered as noblemen of the firſt 
rank, he now diſcovered to be miſerable 
captives, kept in a ſplendid bondage, to 
augment the retinue of a deformed giant. 
He remonſtrated with ſeveral on their ab- 
Jett ſituation, endeavouring to rouſe them 
to revenge the indignity offered to their 
perſons: but they refuſed to give ear to 
his advice, believing that his underſtand- 
ing was impaired. Finding all entreaties 
vain, he walked ſlowly from the caſtle, 
reflecting on the ſtrange adventure he had 
met with, and fully perſuaded that it was 
cauſed by ſome kind of enchantment. 
The knight was at a conſiderable diſtance 
before he obſerved that he had loſt his 
little nightingale, which had been taken 
unperceived from his hand, by one of the 
gueſts at the caſtle, and was now confined, 
much againſt her inclination, in a gilt 
cage. | 

Truſting that every reader is intereſted 
in the welfare of this amiable princeſs, 
we will leave the knight of the filver 
ſhield to purſue his journey, poſſeſſed of 
| F 5 the 


699 
:, * 


[ 106 J 
the valuable ring of humility, and return 
once more to the Caſtle of Pride. 

Poor Bonnetta languiſhed many days in 
confinement, but at length an opportunity 
offered for her eſcape. Her keeper went 
one day to angle in a river which flowed 
through the grounds belonging to the 
caſtle, and, taking the cage in which ſhe 
was confined, ſet it beſide him. By good 
fortune the door flew open, and Bon- 
netta, who anxiouſly awaited an oppor- 
tunity to eſcape, inſtantly leaped into the 
river a dolphin. 

She was ſoon far beyond the confines 
of the giant's caſtle, and continued glid- 
ing in the watery element, till, to her in- 
conceivable terror, ſhe felt her body en- 
compaſſed by a net, and in a few minutes, 
with ſeveral of her finny companions, 
drawn into a boat. How great was her 
joy and ſatisfaction, to behold in this boat 
her favourite knight of the filver ſhield ! 
She was on the point of changing herſelf 
again to a nightingale, when the air dark- 
ned, 2 ſtorm aroſe, and the boat ſplit 

againſt 


.againſt a rock, when an old fairy appear- 

ing, ſeized the knight in her arms, and 
conveyed him out of ſight in an- inſtant. 

The princeſs endeavoured to mount in 
the air, as uſual, but inſtead of a nightin- 
gale, ſhe was reſtored to her natural form, 
.and at a vaſt diſtance from the ſpot where 
ſhe loſt ſight of the knight. She had 
ſcarcely time to look round, before the 
hermit of the white rock ſtood before her. 
« You will now,” ſaid he, © receive the 
« reward due to your virtue: we are,” 
continued he, © on the borders of the ce- 
e leſtial iſland, where the immortal mantle 
« of meekneſs is preſerved.” 

This ſentence was ſcarcely uttered, 
when a beautiful female approached, with 
two lovely infants, who bore the mantle of 
meekneſs before her.—“ My name,“ ſaid 
ſhe, addreſſing Bonnetta, is Juſtice; I 
“ am ordained by heaven to puniſh vice, 
and to reward virtue. The mantle of 
«© meekneſs is juſtly your's, and it amply 
© repays the toil of attaining.” — Say- 
ing this, ſhe put it on the princeſs, and 
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torhed again to the celeſtial iſland, her 
eternal abode, 
| Bonnetta, whoſe perſon was before de- 
formed, and features unpleaſing, by the 
power of the mantle, now ſurpaſſed her 
fiſters in beauty; and had this advantage, 
that it would continue to the moſt ex- 
treme age. | 
« You have now,” ſaid Albubeca, em- 
bracing her, “ no more perils to encoun- 
* ter: go, purfue your way in ſafety to 
« Benigna, whither the fates will condu@ 
** the knight of the ſilver ſhield. —He rs 
« worthy of your affection, and ordained 
« to be your huſband.” Saying this, he 
with many devout wifhes, left the princeſs 
to contiue her journey. We will at pre- 
fent follow his example, to learn what be- 
fel the princeſs Orinda, in purſuit of the 


oo. bas of tr true generoſity. 
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Tux princeſs Orinda, in lovelineſs 
of perſon ſurpaſſed the moſt laviſh deſ- 
cription: ſhe was tall, fair, finely propor- 
tioned, and might truly be conſidered a 
complete beauty. She early found oppor- 
tunities of exerciſing the benevolence of . 
her diſpoſition by affording relief to the 
many diſtreſſed and weary travellers ſhe 
met upon the road, after which ſhe inſen- 
fibly fell into a train of the moſt agreeable 
reflections: ſhe already in idea poſſeſſed 


the magnet, and amuſed herſelf with con- 
ſidering 


- 
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 fidering to what purpoſes ſhe ſhould apply 
it, in the variety of ſituations a lively 
imagination ſuggeſted; nor did fhe forget 
to picture the joy with which Benigna 
would receive her, when ſhe returned in 
poſſeſſion of ſuch a treaſure. In one of 
theſe agreeable reveries, ſhe paſſed far be- 
yond the turning marked out in a little 
tablet the fairy had given her with direc- 
tions for her journey, and entered a drea- 
ry avenue which led her to an old caſtle, 
that appeared to have ſuffered much by 
the ravages of time. Night approaching, 
the princeſs was alarmed for her ſafety, 
and hoping ſome reſpe& would be paid to 
her appearance, took courage, and, after 
knocking, called repeatedly, but could 
make no one hear to give her admit- 
tance ; at length, perceiving a ſmall wicket 
ſtand open, ſhe entered, and paſſed through 
ſeveral ſpacious apartments, many entirely 
unfurniſhed, excepting by ſpiders webs, 
which hung like banners from the ancient 
ceilings. In one of theſe ſolitary apart- 


ments ſhe was met by an old man, bent 
double 
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double wich age; he vas dreſſed in a 
coarſe filthy-looking garment, and diſ- 
covered every appearance of poverty and 
wretchedneſs, notwithſtanding he carried 
a golden wand in his hand. 

He accoſted the princeſs in a moroſe, 
ſurly tone of voice, and demanded who 
ſhe was, and what buſineſs ſhe had there? 
Orinda anſwered, that ſhe was travelling 
in purſuit of the magnet of true generoſity, 
but that, night coming on, ſhe had unfor- 
tunately taken a wrong path, and loſt her 
way.—Upon this the old man, who was a 
magician, named Avarice, frowned, and 
lifted his wand in order to ſtrike her, but, 
perceiving her to be extremely beautiful, 
he altered his intention, and, taking her by 
the hand, with a ſmile that ſeldom graced 
his countenance, led her to an iron door, 
at which they entered an apartment occu- 
pied by ſeveral deformed wretches like 
himſelf, who looked with malignity on the 
new-comer, as her dreſs and deportment 
beſpoke her of a diſpoſition very oppoſite 
to that of their governor and themſelves. 

Avarice, 
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Avarice, introducing her to this wretched 
aſſembly, declared, with an auſtere voice, 
that he thought her worthy to be his con- 
ſort, and commanded them to reſpe& her 
as the lady of his manſion. 

. The poor princeſs no ſooner heard this 
dreadful ſentence pronounced, than ſhe 
fainted, and continued in a ſtate of inſen- 
ſibility for ſome hours. When her ſenſes 
returned, ſhe found herſelf laid on a miſer- 
able dirty bed, and ſurrounded by three 
or four old females, who paid homage to 
her as the intended bride of their lord and 
maſter. 

In a little time the magician himſelf en- 
tered, and, after diſmiſſing the attendants, 
addreſſed her thus: “ It appears to me, 
« young damſel, that you are inſenſible 
« of the honour fortune throws in your 
* way, by rendering you agreeable to me: 
«© it is true, I have paid ſome tribute to 
te time, and may not, perhaps, appear quite 
« agreeable to the delicacy. of a maiden's 
tt eye, but the treaſures it is in my power 


«to below, will more than compenſate for 
« my 
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ſucceeded, might, ſhe thought, gain her 
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et my perſonal imperfections, were they 
* more numerous.” - Saying this, he wav- 
ed his wand, and Orinda' inſtantly beheld 
the floor covered with heaps of gold. 
« You ſee, continued he, © what power I 
« poſſeſs; and yet this is nothing in com- 
« pariſon to what I will make you miſtreſs 
« of, provided you conſent to become my 


« bride; I give you one hour to conſider 


* of my / propoſal ; in which time remem- 


«ber, that as I can thus amply reward your 
compliance, ſo can I equally puniſh a 
« refuſal.” With theſe words he left the 


unfortunate Orinda to bewail the ill-fate 
which firſt led her to enter the caſtle. 
No ſooner was the magician departed, 


than ſhe began to conſider if there was not 


a poſſibility of avoiding an union, worfe 
than death itſelf. She had reaſon to be- 
lieve that Avarice, on a refuſal, would 
proceed to extremities; and, on the other 


hand, was determined to die rather than 


conſent to ſo unſuitable a match: at laft 
a ſtratagem occurred to her, which, if it 


ume 


—— 


[114 ] 


time to contrive the means of eſcaping, 
The extremity of her ſituation, in ſome 
meaſure, juſtified the artifice, and ſhe exe. 
cuted her purpoſe. in the following man- 
ner: e vi 
She got up, and putting on a cheerful 
and contented countenance, when Ava- 
rice returned for her final reſolution, ſhe 
received him with the greateſt affability 
and ſeeming fatisfattion. © 1. beg,” ſaid 
ſhe, in a mild and penitent tone of voice, 
* that you will forget my former diſguſt, 
« which is now totally vaniſhed: it is true, 
gur years are a little diſproportioned ; 
„but when I conſider that you will 
* make me miſtreſs of ſuch vaſt treaſure, 
* gratitude alone obliges me to prefer 
you to the moſt accompliſhed lover. I 
« have only one requeſt to make, to which 
« if you agree, I willingly reſign myſelf to 
« your pleaſure.” _ | 

Old Avarice, who did not expe ſo eaſy 
a compliance, was overjoyed, and promil- 
ed, with many proteſtations, to grant what- 
ever ſhe ſhould deſire.—“ Nay,” ſaid the 
Si. princeſs, 


/ 
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"princeſs, “it is nothing more than that 
* our wedding may be deferred four days, 
« in order to abſolve me from a vow I 
te have made, never to marry without the 
« conſent of my parents.” Avarice rea- 
dily conſented, and Orinda was left to 
amuſe herſelf as ſhe thought fit. Her 
mind was wholly engroſſed in concerting 
meaſures for her eſcape : ſhe endeavoured 
to gain the path which originally led her 
to this unfortunate ſituation ; but, to her 
great mortification, that ſide of the caſtle 
at which ſhe entered was now entirely 
blocked up : her only hope depended on 
a large barren rock, which incloſed the 
back part of the dwelling. Many times 
ſhe attempted to aſcend and make her eſ- 
cape over this, but to no purpoſe, it being 
ſo extremely ſteep as to baffle every ef- 
fort. | 
In the utmoſt deſpair ſhe now ſaw the 
morning of the fourth day approach, when, 
going to eſſay the rock for the laſt time, 
ſhe perceived a young man ſtanding on 
the top.—Orinda, who had no time to 
loſe, 
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loſe, gave him to underſtand, by ſigns, her 
, miſerable condition, when he deſcended, 
and, with very little difficulty, led her to 
the ſummit. Here the princeſs diſcovered 
-an open plain, on which ſtood a ſuperb 
' manſion : it was ſurrounded by moſt de- 
lightful plantations, ornamented with fine 
pieces of water, and gardens dreſſed with 
' clumps of fragrant flowers. The princeſs, 
from the contraſt to the miſerable dwel- 
ling ſhe had ſo lately left, fancied herſelf 
in a perfect paradiſe, and thought ſhe 
could never ſufficiently expreſs her grati- 
[tude to the young man, who had delivered 
ber from a fituation which ſhe now, if poſ- 
ſible, conſidered worſe than before. 
As they proceeded on their way, Lux- 
ury, (for that was the name of her con- 
dudtor) informed her, that the building 
belonged to Extravagance, one of the moſt 
renowned lords in thoſe parts, to whom 
- himſelf had the honour to be chief ſteward 
and favourite.“ I will introduce you to 
© my lord,” faid he, © who is never fo 


happy as when we can reſcue any one 
from 
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© from the power of that filthy magician, 
« Avarice.” As he ended theſe words, 
they entered the houſe, The princeſs was 
received by two bloated females, with rud- 
dy countenances, who occaſionly aſſiſted 
when Extravagance choſe to entertain the 
ladies of his family, and they, with Lux- 
wry, accompanied her through a grand, 
ſaloon into an apartment, the furniture of 
which was beyond all deſcription : elegant 
fofas, fringed with coſtly pearl; embroi- 
dered hangings, enriched with the fineſt. 
paintings; and ſuperb luſtres, from whence 
hung feſtoons of the moſt precious gems, 
ſtruck the eye of the aſtoniſhed Orinda. 
Here ſat Extravagance, in his morning 
dreſs: he was an elegant young man, rob- 
ed in verd-coloured ſilk, embroidered with 
ſilver, and buttoned to the breaſt by a knot 
of diamonds, his hair fancifully braided, 
and ſcented with the richeſt perfumes. 
Luxury, his favourite, approached, and. 

preſenting the princeſs to him, informed 
him, that he had been ſo happy as to aſſiſt 
her in eſcaping from the caſtle of Avarice, 
Extrava- 
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0 Extravagance received the princeſs wich 


great politeneſs; and aſſured her, nothing 
made him ſo happy as to reſcue any one 
from the power of that filthy magician, 
Avarice, whoſe utter extirpation he had 
longed aimed at. 


Extravagance was ſo ſtruck with the 


beauty of the princeſs, that although ſhe 
was only dreſſed in a plain white robe, he 
thought ſhe far eclipſed all he had before 
ſeen: he felt an unuſal pleaſure in view- 
ing her; and at length conceived fo great 


a paſſion, that he abſolutely determined to 


make her an offer of marriage. He accord- 
ingly began in the moſt infinuating manner 
to addreſs her, hoping to gain her affec- 
tion, a taſk by no means difficult, as ſhe 
began already to be much captivated with 


his perſon and agreeable manner, ſo dif- 


ferent from that of her old lover, Ava- 
rice; but ſhe gave him to underſtand, 
that, being under the guardianſhip of the 
fairy Benigna, ſhe was not at liberty to 
encourage his addreſſes, till ſhe had per- 
formed her appointed journey, and ac- 

quired 
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quired the magnet of true generoſity. Ex 
travagance was no ſooner made acquaint- 
ed with this, than he replied, with a ſmile 
of ſatisfaction, that he was happy he could 
ſave her the fatigue of ſo tedious journey, 
for that the magnet was then actually in 
his poſſeſſion, © which, ſaid he, I will re- 
« ſign the inſtant you become my bride.” 
—— Orinda, not in the leaſt doubting what 
he ſaid to be true, conſented to remain his 
gueſt a few days, till ſhe could receive the 
approbation of Benigna. 

The remainder of the day was ſpent in 
the higheſt mirth and feſtivity, the prin- 
ceſs becoming every hour more and more 
pleaſed with Extravagance, and his favou- 
rite, Luxury ; whoſe indefatigable attention 
prevented even her wiſhes, by procuring 
every thing in the greateſt profuſion : all 
went on very pleaſantly till the evening, 
when, being ſeated at a ſplendid ſupper, 
an aſtoniſhing transformation took place; 
the princeſs, to her unutterable amaze- 
ment, beheld the faces of Luxury, and her 


intended bridegroom, gradually changed 
into 
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Into. thoſe of ſwine. ' The ſhock was ſo 
violent that ſhe ſwooned, and was convey- 
ed by Luxury and Extravagance, who never 
ſuſpetted the cauſe of her diſorder (being 
perfectly inſenſible to their own deformi- 
ty) to a ſopha; where leaving her to the 
care of their two female companions, they 
returned to finiſn their nightly revels. 
As my reader may poſſibly be impati- 
ent to learn the cauſe of this ſtrange tranf- 
formation, 1 ſhall proceed without loſs of 
time to acquaint them (perhaps to their 
ſurpriſe) that Avarice and Extravagunce 
were brothers; the ſons of an old fairy 
called Exceſs. Avarice was from his birth 
much deformed; but Extravagance had a 
pleaſing form, till he got acquainted with 
Luxury, deſcended from a very diſagreea- 
able mixt race of the Centuars, from whom 
he inherited his deformity. Extravagance, 
by conſtantly aſſociating with Luxury, grew 
ſo exactly to reſemble him, as even to 
aſtoniſh his mother, the fairy Exceſs, who, 
at the requeſt of her ſon, endowed him and 
his favourite with the power of transform- 
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ing themſelves to any appearance they 
pleaſed, to hide their beaſtly viſages, whilſt 
the day laſted; but when night com- 
menced, their natural deformity returned, 
of which they themſelves, for the time, 
were ignorant. 

To return now to the princeſs, who 
ſpent the night, when ſhe recovered her 
ſenſes, in the greateſt uneaſineſs; ſhe 
doubted whether ſhe had changed her ſi. 
tuation for the better; yet trembled at the 
thought of falling again into- the hands of 
Avarice, Notwithſtanding that Extrava- 
gance and Avarice were {worn enemies, 
and fincerely hated each other, there was 
one point in which they cloſely united; 
this was, intercepting the paſſage of thoſe 
who were in ſearch of the magnet of true 
generoſity; knowing when that was diſ- 
covered, and produced to the world, their 
power would ceaſe: For this grand pur- 
pole, they joined intereſts, and ſettled their 
abode oppoſite to each other, at the en- 
trance of a road that muſt unavoidably be 
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paſſed, and employed their utmoſt art to 
this one eſſential point. 

The princeſs, convinced that the horrid 
transformation, which had ſo much terri- 
fied her, muſt proceed from ſome evil en- 
chantment, reſolved to make her eſcape, 
and to this end aroſe in the morning; but 
having entered the ſaloon, perceived the 
countenances of her lover and his favou- 
rite, the ſame as when ſhe firſt entered:the 
| houſe : ſhe would fain have perſuaded her- 
ſelf that what ſhe had the night before ſeen 
was a dream, occaſioned by reſtleſs ſlum- 
bers; but, when ſhe conſidered every cir- 
cumſtance ſtill freſh on her memory, ſhe 
was too well aſſured of its reality, and 
determined inſtantly to lcave a place 
which, notwithſtanding all its allurements, 
ſeemed replete with danger. She accord- 
ingly left the manſion, and walked ſlowly 
forward without the leaſt moleſtation; the 
houſe being in great buſtle and confuſion, 
preparing ſumptuous banquets, &c. 

The princeſs ſoon arrived at the en- 


trance of a pleaſant little wood, at the 
ide 
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ide of which, under the ſhade of a vene- 
rable oak, fat a young knight, bearing a 
ſhield, which caſt a mild reſplendent luſtre 
round him; on it was engraven the /hield 
of moderation, The princeſs, encouraged 
by the device on his ſhield, advanced 
towards him, and modeſtly ,enquired if he 
could dire& her to. the cave where the 
magnet of true generoſity was to be found? 
The ſtranger after looking ſteadfaſtly on 
her, with ſurpriſe and pleaſure blended in 
his countenance, anſwered, that he would 
conduct her thither, and aſked, whether 
ſhe was in purſuit of that famous magnet? 
The princeſs replied, that ſhe. was: the 
knight then aroſe, and they walked on, 
ſcarcely ſpeaking, till they arrived at the 
edge of a precipice; the ſtranger then 
addreſſed Orinda to this effect: 
J am now, madam, about to give into 
« your poſſeſſion the magnet of true gene- 
« rofity, which it would be impoſſible to 
* attain without the eld of moderation, 
« you may perceive I wear: but I am lo- 
« ſing time in words that might be better 
G 2 « ſpent 
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ſpent in action: Saying which; without 
waiting a reply, he deſcended the preci- 
pice, and left the princeſs wrapt in aſto- 
niſtment at the top, to obſerve his at- 
chievements in the valley. 

His firſt encounter was with two enrag- 
ed lions, which ruſhed from a thicket, and 
fell upon him; but the knight, covering 
himſelf with his /izeld, at one blow laid 
them ſenſeleſs; and was paſſing on to take 
poſſeſſion of the magnet, when the prin- 
ceſs, to her inconceivable amazement, per- 
ceived the one which was white, riſe in the 
form of her young lover, Extravagance; 
and the other, a black one, in that of the 
magician, Avarice. The knight inſtantly 
turned, and, ſeizing Extravagance, by the 
wonderful power of the magnet, totally ſub- 
dued him: but in the mean while, Avarice 
raiſed a black miſt, in which he eſcaped; 
and the princeſs for ſome time loſt fight of 
her noble champion; but the air clearing, 
ſhe perceived him advance, bearing the 
magnet of true generoſity on the ſhield of 
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moderation, and, aſcending the precipice, 
preſently lay it at her feet. 

Orinda, overjoyed, expreſſed her grati- 
tude in the warmeſt terms, declaring ſhe 
could never recompence the ſervice he 
had done her: “ To render myſelf wor- 
« thy of your eſteem, madam,” ſaid the 
*« ſtranger, © amply overpays the perils I 
* have encountered; but you will be ſur- 
* priſed, when I affirm, that the misfor- 
te tunes of my whole life have ariſen from 
« too early a knowledge of you:“ the. 
princeſs, aſtoniſhed at ſuch an affertion, 
aſſured him ſhe could not be happy unlels 
he obliged her with an explanation ; upon 
which the knight began his narrative in 
the following manner; 
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THE HISTORY OF 


PRINCE MANERED, 


AND THE 


SHIELD OF MODERATION. 


6 I AM ſon,” ſaid he, to a neighbour- 
ing monarch of great power: my father 
« poſſeſſed a noble and generous diſpoſi- 
4 tion; but my mother, (though I would 
_« fain ſpare her memory) was haughty, 
* auſtere, and turbulent. One day, du- 
« ring her pregnancy of me, as ſhe took 
e the air in her garden attended by a ſele& 
e party of friends, an old woman in a tat- 
« tered garment entered the gates, and, 
« haſtily advancing, aſked her charity: 
« my mother, provoked at the ill-timed 
« jintruſion, ordered thoſe in waiting to 
| « drive 


x a 


« drive that inſolent wretch out of the 
„ gardens, little imagining that ſhe had to 
deal with a fairy; for the old woman 
« turning her eyes with indignation on 
* my mother, uttered theſe words,“ Your 
« fon ſhall die of a wound inflicted by a ſha- 
doro: and immediately dilappeared. 
« This unfortunate circumſtance threw 
« the whole company into conluſion ; my 
* mother, eſpecially, who was ſincerely 
« ycxcd that ſhe had treated the ſupplica- 
« tions of diſtreſs with contempt, though 
« ſhe could not comprehend the words 
« which the old fairy had uttered. I was 
born; and, till the age of eighteen, liv- 
« ed free from any particular accident; ſo 
*« that my mother totally forgot the predic- 
tion which had formerly given her fo 
* much diſquiet. | 
* One day, being weary with the fatt- 
* gues of the chace, I threw myſelf on a 
« graſſy bank, and fell into a deep ſleep, 
* during which time I dreamed that a 
* beautiful young woman ſtood before 
« me, and, taking me by the hand, bid me 
G 4 ce riſes 
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« riſe, and ſave her from deſtruction; upon 
« which I ſtarted up, and awoke. This 
« dream made ſuch an impreflion on my 
* imagination, that I could never forget 
«it. My mind dwelt continually on the 
« charming figure I had feen; whoſe 
« beauty ſeemed, to ſurpaſs every thing 
* human. I loſt all reliſh for the diver- 
« fhons of the court, my ſole delight being 
to contemplate on this extraordinary 
viſion, and, by degrees, I fell into a deep 
4 melancholy. 

« My mother endeavoured, with the 
* utmoſt ſolicitude, to diſcover the cauſe 
* of my diſtemper, which I as carefully 
* concealed, being convinced it was be- 
„ yond the power of any human art to af- 
« ford me relief: finding her efforts vain, 
e and that my malady daily increaſed, ſhe 
« ſoon broke her heart with grief; and 
« died, lamenting her auſterity which had 
« given offence to the fairy, by whoſe 
« means ſhe was certain this misfortune 
« was cauſed. 

« Qne day as I was walking in the moſt 

; « gloomy 


[ 129 ] 

« gloomy part of a. foreſt, indulging that 
* melancholy, which was encreaſed by the 
* death of my mother, I was met by an. 
* aged fairy, who addreſſed me, as nearly 
« as I can remember, in theſe words: «© E 
« am the fairy,” ſaid ſhe, © whom your 
% mother was ſo indiſcreet as to irritate , 
« ſhe has paid dearly for her folly, and L 
am appealed: fly inſtantly to the foreſt, 
« on this fide of the precipice which guards 
« the magnet of true generoſicy, and take 
this ſhield,” ſaid ſhe, preſenting me this 
with which you ſee me now armed; “ it 
is the /hzeld of moderation, and will pre- 
« ſerve you from the power of two evil 
, enchanters, Avarice and Extravagance ; 
« who would otherwiſe obſtruct your pal- 
« {ſage on that road: there ſhall the evil, 
« which. in the bitterneſs of my wrath, I 
* entailed on you, ſubſide.” Saying this, 
« ſhe diſappeared, and I inſtantly fat out, 
« and arrived at the foreſt three days ago, 
« when the fairy again appeared to me, 
* bidding me remember, that only by the 
* power of the ield of moderation, could 
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the magnet of true generoſity be obtain- 
« ed. After this ſhe again vaniſhed, and I 


« was preſently accoſted by you, whom I 
« inſtantly diſcovered to be the exact re- 
« ſemblance of that beautiful figure I had 
« ſeen in my dream. 

„„ Thus, madam,” faid he, I have re- 
* lated the ſtrange accident which has 
X imbittered my latter years: it now re- 
mains for you to determine, whether, by 
« permitting me to accompany you back 
* to your parents, to obtain their conſent 
« to an union, you make me happy, or by 
« a refuſal, doom me to miſery and wretch- 
« edneſs for ever.“ 

The princeſs, with a frankneſs which 
particularly marked her charaQter, gave her 
hand to the knight, telling him ſhe muſt 
return to the fairy Benigna, under whoſe 
protection her royal mother had placed 
her, and was not averſe to his accompany- 
ing her thither: the knight, greatly re- 
joiced at this permiſſion, thought all his 
cares at an end, and ſat out with Orinda 
ſor the grotto of the fairy. 


A 
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As they travelled over a deſert piece of 
land, the princeſs, caſting her eyes down=- 
ward, perceived that ſhe fat her foot on a 
large ſquare piece of gold ore; with the 
aſſiſtance of the prince ſhe raiſed it, and 
diſcovered with ſurpriſe that it concealed 
the entrance of a ſubterraneous path which 
led flanting underneath to an arch-way. 
Curioſity induced them to deſcend, and 
having walked many yards underground, by 
a glimmering light, they arrived at an iron 
door, over which was written, © The Gold- 
« en Grove: it immediately flew open; 
a phenomenon occaſioned by the approach 
of the magnet, but of which the prince and 
princeſs were then ignorant: a golden 
«grove inſtantly appeared to their view, and 
upon penetrating into it they perceived in- 
terſperſed a variety of ſtatues of the ſame 
metal. 

Orinda and the prince had not ſtood 
long to contemplate theſe wonders, when 
they heard a deep groan proceed from a 
golden rock; they had ſcarcely time for 
_ reflection, before the princeſs heard the 
G 6 fol- 
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following words repeated, by a voice re- 
ſembling that of Benigna. 


c The charms of Avarice can't withſtand, 
The powerful magnet in thy hand.“ | 


The princeſs could not perfectly com- 
prehend this ſentence; but judging. it to 
allude to her magnet, ſhe touched the rock 
with it, which inſtantly diſappeared, and 
Matilda, her younger ſiſter, who fat out in 
purſuit of the wand of contentment, flew to- 
her embraces. 

% My dear ſiſter,” ſaid Orinda, «© am 1 
« really awake, or is this a dream? For 
Heaven's fake, how came you to be in 
this dreadful fituation ? * Alas!” re- 


phed Matilda, © my misfortunes are too 


* numerous to relate in this place, where 
* we are every inſtant in danger, from an 
« accurſed magician who rules here. Be- 


hold,“ ſaid ſhe, pointing to the ſtatues, 


* thoſe monuments of his art!' Orinda 


touched them with the magnet, which im- 


mediately broke the enchantment, and ſhe 
ſaw the grove filled with ladies and gen- 


tlemen, 


, 
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tlemen, who fell at her feet, returning 
thanks for their happy deliverance. | 
The princeſs Orinda, who was now ac- 
quainted that the ſubterraneous paſſage, 
which ſhe and the prince had ventured 
into, led to the caſtle of Avarice, her old 


lover, informed them of her late eſcape 


from him; alſo of the terrors ſhe had ex- 
perienced in the houſe of his brother, Ex- 
travagance: on this they ſighed, and. told 
her that to eſcape the ſnares of that en- 
chanter, they had been induced to turn 
into a road directly oppelite to his abode, 
where, lookng themſelves, they wandered 


in purſuit: of a middle path, which ſome of 


weir compamons alerted there was, tall 
they heard ſeveral voices, and thefe words 
uttered with vehemence, © I will ruin, 
« Extravagance ”” Encouraged by this 
fentence, ſaid the knight, who ſpoke for 
the reſt, we approached, and accoſting an 
old man, apparently bending under the 
weight of age and infirmity, told him, that 
to avoid falling into the ſnares of Extrava- 
gance, we had wandered beyond our know- 

ledge 
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ledge, and wiſhed for his advice. Avarice, 
for we ſoon found it was the magician, ſaid, 
we were particularly fortunate in taking 
that road; as in his caſtle, in which he 
kindly invited us to paſs the night, we 
need not fear any thing; to prove the 
truth of this aſſertion, he produced a lea- 
thern purſe, from which he took ſome 
pieces of rich metal, telling us they were 
taliſmans which kept every evil from his 
door. As it was by this time dark, we 
- unfortunately accepted his invitation, but 
had no ſooner entered his caſtle, than 
waving a golden wand he held, we were 
inſtantly changed into ſtatues of gold, in 
which form we continued 'till your ine. 
timable magnet broke the enchantment. 
Orinda, convinced of the powers of the 
magnet, bid them. fear nothing from the 
magician's art, and entreated the princefs 
Matilda to lead her to him, a requeſt which 
ſhe, not without ſome apprehenſions, com- 
plied with. Orinda ſhuddered at entering 
apartments, in which ſhe had formerly been 


expoſed to ſo much danger, but remember- 
ing 
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ing that the magnet placed her far beyond 
the power of Avarice, attended by the 
prince, ſhe proceeded to a barricaded door, 
which inſtantly, at her touch, flew open, 
and diſcovered Avar:ce fitting in the midſt 
of gold. He no ſooner beheld the mag- 
net, than he trembled, well knowing that 
his power was at an end, and let the golden 
wand drop from his hand ; Orinda inſtantly 
took it up, and broke it in pieces, whilſt 
Avarice, diveſted of his power, by flight 
eſcaped the dreaded touch of the magnet 
of generoſity, The princeſs Matilda, in 
the mean time, was buſily employed at one 
corner of the room, ſearching a vaſt heap 
of gold; and at laſt, with great toil, drew 
from beneath it a delicate white wand 
no other than her long loſt and lamented 
wand of contentment, which Avarice had 
buried, and ſecured from the reach of all, 
under that immenſe heap of metal. She 
had ſcarcely obtained poſſeſſion of it, 
when the habitation began to tremble, and 
they were, in an inſtant, tranſported to a 
lofty mountain, at ſome diſtance, from 

| whence 
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whence they perceived the caſtle of Ava. 
ow ſhivered to atoms. | 

- Aﬀter this prince Manfred; * the two 
ne continued their journey to the 
fairy Benigna; during which the princeſs. 
Matilda related her adventures as follows. 


THE 


THE 


ADVENTURES 


OF THE 


PRINCESS MATILDA. 


N OT long after I had left our good 
friend Benigna, I was accoſted by a little 
man about a ſpan high: his countenance 
was the moſt pleaſant I ever beheld, and 
he wore a green mantle, covered with 
ſhells : “ Well, pretty lady,” ſaid he, ſmil- 
ing, © whither are you travelling this fine 
« day?” I replied, © that I had under- 
« taken a very long journey, in hopes of 
obtaining one of the greateſt treaſures 
* in the world.” „What may that be ?”* 
anſwered the little man. I told him, © the 

white 
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« white wand of contentment.” © You miſ- 


take,“ returned he, “the journey is not 


* fo far as you imagine; the wand lies in 
* the iſland of pleaſure, but a trifling diſ- 
* tance from hence; if you are willing to 


„ be guided by me, I will inſtantly con- 


e duct you thither,” Overjoyed that 
fortune had ſent me a guide, in whoſe 
favour I was greatly prepoſſeſſed, 1 rea- 
dily reſigned myſelf to his protection, and 
was inſtantly tranſported to the ſea ſhore. 
My conductor ſtruck the water with a 
wand, and a boat immediately appeared 
on its ſurface, in which being ſeated, we 
puſhed from land, and failed briſkly till in 
view of a beautiful green iſland: as we 


drew nigh, the breezes that blew from it 
'wafted the moſt delightful concert of muſic 
to our ears; and, on the banks, I deſcried 


ſeveral parties of young men and women, 
agreeably amuling themſelves ; ſome danc- 
ing, others ſinging, or angling in the water 


that ſurrounded the iſland. 


This gave me ſuch an. unuſual flow of 


ſpirits, that I thought every minute an 


hour, 
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hour, till I could join this happy ſociety : 
at length, to my inexpreſſible joy, the boat 
drew to ſhore; and my conduttor landed 
me on the iſland, where he had told me the 
wand of contentment was to be found. 
What was my aſtoniſhment, to obſerve 
the delights I had awaited, with ſo much 
eagerneſs, entirely vaniſhed! The com- 


pany, the muſic, the diverſions, were no 
more; nothing but a large tract of deſert 


land now faluted my eye. I turned, to 
expreſs my conſternation, to my little 
guide; but, alas! he alſo had deſerted me: 
left, as I imagined, in an uninhabited 
iſland, I was on the point of giving myſelf 
up to grief, when my ear was again ſtruck 


with the ſound of ſeveral muſical inſtru- 


ments, blended with human voices, which 
I diſcovered to proceed from an elegant 
palace, in the midſt of a wood. Delight- 
ed at this proſpect, I fat out, with a light 
heart, to gain admittance; but after de- 
luding me ſome time, now ſeeming near, 
and then at an immenſe diſtance, it wholly 
diſappearcd. | 

Stung 
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Stung to the foul with vexation, and 
almoſt expiring with hunger and thirſt, I 
wandered, lamenting my unhappy fate, till, 
at a little diſtance, I perceived'a company 
of ladies and gentlemen, fitting very joyous 
at a ſplendid repaſt. I made all poſſible 
ſpeed towards them, being determinedtheſe 
ſhould not eſcape me; but, alas! I had no 
| ſooner approached, as I thought, within 
reach, than, like the reſt, they entirely va- 
niſhed. Exhauſted with diſappointment, I 
caſt myſelf on the ground, in the utmoſt deſ- 
pair, when near me I perceived a beautiful 
female: her countenance was fedate, and 
her mien compoſed ; ſhe advanced, with a 
flow pace, and till ſhe ſpoke, her eyes were 
bent downward, © You have done wrong, 
„young maiden,”” ſaid ſhe, bidding me 
riſe, © by truſting yourſelf to the condutt 
«of a ſtranger. That little man, who 
« ſteered you hither, is Falſe Hope, the ge- 
c nius of this iſland, which is called the 
« floating iſland of diſappointment : he con- 


« {tantly allures as many into his boat, as 
will truſt themſelves to his guidance, 


« which. 


* 
: 
* 
: 
$ 
£ 
4 
K. 
: 
£5 
— 
* 
1 
| 
| x 
: 
= 
F 


L 14 J 

* which is the caſe of many unfortunate 
te ſufferers, who are overpowered by his 
ec ſpecious pretences; but he has no ſooner 
te landed, than he deſerts them, leaving the 
« unhappy victims to wander in purſuit of 
ec the ſhadows that inhabit the ifland, till, 
« worn with the deluſion, they pine away 
« and become ſhadows themſelves, ſerving 
« to delude others into the ſame ſitua- 
« tion.” She then told me that ſhe was a 
fairy; her name Reflection; and, ſtriking 
me with her wand, inſtantly tranſported 
me back to the place where I was firſt met 
by the little man. 

Rejoiced, as you may imagine, to be 
once more in a land of realities, I con- 
tinued my journey in good ſpirits, and 
met with no particular impediment till one 
evening, when in paſſing over a chain of 
fandy mountains, in which, unfortunately 
for me, were many quickſands, I loit my 
way, and on a ſudden, felt ſomething like 
a trap catch hold of my feet; you will 
catily imagine my terror, when I found 
the impoſſibility of extricating myſelf. 

I paſied 
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I paſſed the night in the utmoſt anxiety 
and diſmay ; my mind was already ſoured 
by the diſappointments I had experienced 
in the floating iſland, where I hoped to 
find the wand of contentment ;, and this new 
misfortune rendered me quite frantic. I 
a thouſand times accuſed Benigna as the 
author of all my miſery : “ho readily,” 
ſaid I, © has ſhe doomed me to encounter 
ce perils, from which ſhe herſelf is exempt! 
« how eaſily ſet rules to avoid the danger 
« from which ſhe is far removed. Happy 
« in her grotto, ſhe regards not, or at leaſt 
* calmly views the dangers, the calami- 
* ties which at this moment ſurround 
10 me. 

Thus I paſſed the night in murmur and 
diſquiet, for which I had ſoon greater 
cauſe; for it was ſcarcely day-light, when 
I obſerved the mountains covered by a 
company of fairies; but to deſcribe the 
| horror of their appearance is impoſlible ; 
believe me, when I aſſure you, that imagi- 
nation cannot render juſtice to their de- 
formity. They advanced direQly towards 

the 
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the place where I ſtood, when one of them, 
which appeared to be the chief, uttering 
ſome words which I could not underſtand, 
releaſed me from my confinement, and im- 
mediately ſeizing me by the hair, dragged 
me, amidſt the ſhouts and acclamations of 
her numerous companions, to a den, in the 
moſt gloomy part of thoſe dreadful moun- 
tains. Here they crouded round a large 
caldron, and fell to performing ſome dia- 
bolical rites: which done, they produced a 
cup. of the poiſonous mixture, and com- 
pelled me, half dead with affright, to 
drink. 

I had no ſooner taſted, than I felt the 
venom, quick as thought, circulate through 
every vein, and ruſhing from the den with 
agony, to the infinite diverſion of the whole 
aſſembly, I proceeded to allay the raging 
thirſt and heat I felt in a fountain; but 
how ſhall I expreſs my horror, when I per- 
ceived by the reflettion of the water that 
I was no longer human, but transformed 
to an enormous ſerpent: words cannot 
paint what I felt at this moment; I was 

totally 
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totally wild with grief; and, darting into a 
a wood, ſtung every living creature in my 
way, and at laſt caſt my ſting into the foot 
of a perſon who ſat reclined beneath a 
n Rey 

The perſon ſtarted; I looked up; but 
ſuperior miſery crowded on me, when I 
perceived it to be our dear benefactreſs the 
fairy Benigna. I ſtopped ſhort, and be- 
came fixed in a ſtate of ſtupefaQtion to the 
place. Benigna, looking down with that 
ſweetneſs natural to her, touched me with 
her wand, and I inſtantly returned to my 
former ſhape. I threw myſelf at her feet, 
overwhelmed with grief and confuſion: 
my former ſufferings appeared light, in 
compariſon to thoſe I felt at this inſtant. 

Benigna ſaw my confuſion; and ever 
full of kindneſs and compaſſion, forgot my 
guilty murmurings, and tenderly embraced 
me. © It is Envy,” ſaid ſhe, © whoſe poi= 
« ſonous mixture transformed you to a 
« ſerpent; ſuch is her malignancy, that ſhe 
* conſtantly ſets thoſe ſpells abroad, to 


e fruſtrate the attempts of thoſe who are 
| b « in 
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jn purſuit of the wand of contentment ; 
« and ſo vigilant is ſhe in placing her ſnares, 
te that they too often prove fatal. 
Benigna again embracing me, took my 
hand, and condufted me till we came in 
view of the plains, where ſhe informed me 
the wand was to be found, and then left 
me to continue my way. I preſently ar- 
rived at thoſe delightful plains, where, 
ſuffice it to ſay, every charm I had ima- 
gined in my voyage to the floating iſland of 
diſappointment, was here ſurpaſſed in rea- 
lity, and I received the wand of contentment 
from two beautiful infants, one named In- 
nocence, and the other Chreerfulneſs. From 
hence I turned, to purſue my way to the 
grotto of our dear Benigna, but, towards 
evening, was overtaken by a violent ſtorm, 
and again bewildered in a tract of barren 
Md, Pinoy; | | 
In a little time I was accoſted by a tall 
meagre woman, with every wretchedneſs 
ſtamped on her countenance, and ſcarcely 
covered from the inclemency of the 
weather, by an old ragged garment. She 
H invited 
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invited me to ſhelter myſelf from the 
ſtorm in her hovel hard by, and though I 
did not by any means like its appearance, 
| yet, perceiving no other remedy; I ac- 
cepted the invitation, and followed her 
into the moſt miſerable ſned ever ſeen. 
had not been long here, before I recol- 
leaed the qualities of the wand I had juſt 
acquired, which was endowed with the 
power of rendering che moſt nnn 
objects in nature, pleaſing. 
I determined now Sake; a trial of, and 
MR See waved- it: in an inſtant the 
ſhattered hovel was changed to a neat little 
thatched cottage; a comfortable fire blazed 
on the bearth; the tractleſs deſert was 
converted to a ſmall ſpot ſof cultivated 
land ſurrounding i it, and myſhoſteſs, whoſe 
name was Poverty, no more appeared wan 
and meagre: health bloomed on. her 
cheek, and pleaſure ſparkled in her eye. 
All this wonderful change was wrought 
by the powerful. hols: wand of content= 
ment. 2 1 
I paſſed the nicks here very 3 
ably; 


1 


ably ; and, after taking a friendly leave of 
my hoſteſs, in the morning again fat for- 
ward, and travelled for ſome time without 
any adventure; at length, coming to. a 
ſhady thicket, I laid me on a bank and, fell 
aſleep. How long I ſlept I am uncertain; 
but when I awoke I perceived Avarice, the 
magician, who had taken poſſeſſion of my 
wand. I entreated him to return it; but, 
inſtead of complying, he ran with all ſpeed, 
and deſcended the ſubterraneous paſſage: 
I followed, in the hope of regaining it; 
but hadno ſooner entered the golden grove, 
than he ſtruck me with his wand, and I in- 
ſtantly became fixed to the place where you 
found me, a golden rock; there I muſt, 
without doubt, for ever have remained, had 
not the magnet of generoſity releaſed me. 
The young princeſs finiſhed her rela- 
tion as they arrived at a pleaſant little cot- 
tage: they were met at the entrance by a 


beautiful young lady, who, with great 


tenderneſs, embraced the two princeſles, 
who could not recollett that they had ever 
before ſeen her, till, to their joy and 


H 2 amazement, 
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. amazement, ſhe informed them that ſhe 
was their fiſter Bonnetta, whom the mantle 
of meekneſs had rendered ſo completely 
lovely. roles 
This little houſe belonged to an agreea- 
ble and hoſpitable old man, named - Peace, 
who kindly received and entertained 
them; after which they joined Bonnetta, 
who was likewife on her way, and, in a 
ſhort time, arrived at the grotto of Be- 
nigna, where their two ſiſters, Floriſſa and 
Miranda, with their knights, had entered 
the minute before. When the firſt tranſ- 
ports of joy on meeting were over, the 
fairy, who knew by her art all that had 
happened, took the princeſs Bonnetta by 
the hand, and introduced her to the ſtrange 
knight, in company with Floriſſa and 
Gentle Reproof ; no other than her favou- 
rite knight of the ſilver ſhield, who was 
ſo ſtruck with her beauty, that he 
thought it eclipſed that of the whole 
aſſembly. 

Benigna then ſent intelligence to the 
royal parents of the return of the prin- 
ceſſes, 
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ceſſes, and of their ſeveral adventures, ſet- 
ting forth the merits of the knights by 
whom they were accompanied, whoſe vir- 
tues rendered them worthy of an union 
with the princeſſes they ſought. Benigna, 
then addreſſing herſelf to Gentle Reproof, 
e The ceſtus,“ ſaid ſhe, “ of which you are 
„in purſuit, is now in the poſleſſion of 
« the princeſs Floriſſa,”” who, on looking 
down, perceived her waiſt to be encircled 
by the girdle, which had transformed her 
from a bear to a white pigeon, which, Be- 
nigna informed her, was the ceſtus of civi- 
lity, She then united their hands; as 
alſo thoſe of the prince Oſymandyas and 
Miranda; and Manfred and Orinda. The 
princeſs Bonnetta in the mean while diſ- 
covered to her knight the ſhare ſhe had in 
his adventures; after which all being ſilent, 
he related the latter part of them as fol, 


lows. 
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© THE SEQUEL OF THE 
ADVENTURES 
enen OF THE 


ENIGHT OF THE SILVER SHIELD. 


A Artes I had left the caſtle of Pride, 
« I continued my way, ruminating on the 
5 ſtrange adventures which had befallen 
« the there, till 1 inſenſibly found my- 
« ſelf benighted in an extenſive foreſt, 1 
* wandered, uncertain which path to take, 
* when at a diſtance I perceived the faint 
« glimmer of a taper. I made what ſpeed 
* I could towards it, and entering a ca- 
« yern, found it to proceed from a lamp 
« that hung on the wall, by the reflection 
of which I diſcovered an aged hermit, 
« apparently at the point of death. He 

| « caſt 
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* caſt his languid eyes on me, and making 
« ſigus chat I ſhould approach, addrefled 
me in theſe words; „Stranger, on what 
adventure ſoever you are bent, it is by 
« the power of Mercy you are doubtleſs 
* drawn- hither. I am Albubeca, the 
«hermit of the white rock, whoſe fame 
« may poſſibly have reached your. car; 
« T have run my courſe, and my hour is 
« at hand; liſten; therefore, attentively 
< to my laſt words: | 
- "© To the eaſt of this cavern, ſaid he, 
e you will find a tomb; when my ſpirit, 
„(which is even now upon the wing) is 
« departed, depoſit my body there, and 
„as you hope to proſper, fail not to 
*entomb with me this rod; (putting one 
« at- the ſame time into my hands) as a 
« recompenſe for this ſervice I will give 
«you poſſeſſion of one of the moſt valu- 
« able treaſures.” I. aſſured him I would 
execute what he deſired, and ſwore to 
keep my promiſe inviolate: he then pre- 
ſented me with a wand, which he informed 
me would inſtantly gratify every wiſh that 
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tended to the advantage of myſelf or 
others, and without a groan expired. 

At this part of the narrative, the face 
of the princeſs Bonnetta was bedewed 
with tears, and the knight ceaſed, whilſt 
ſhe paid this tribute to the memory of 
her kind protector, the hermit of the white 
rock, After which he continued. 

% The hermit was no ſooner dead, than 
« I proceeded to prove the power of the 
« wand he had put into my hands which 
«I found to poſſeſs the virtues he had aſ- 
« ſexted. Elated with my good fortune, 
* I determined to make trial of the rod 
« likewiſe; being fully perſuaded, from 
* his earneſt deſire to have it entombed 
„ with him, that it muſt inherit ſuperior 
qualities. I accordingly waved it. It 
« indeed gratified my wiſhes; but with 
v this difference, that as the wand fulfill. 
« ed the good only, ſo the rod ſolely 
« poſſeſſed me of the evil. 

Having tried its power, I reſolved ra- 
ther to break the faith I had pledged to 


Abupers. than to forgo a treaſure which 
| con- 
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I conſidered would make me formidable 
to my enemies, and together with the 
wand, render my power unlimited. In 
the morning I depoſited the body of the 
hermit, as he had directed, and ſat for- 
ward without the leaſt remorſe, in poſſeſ- 
ſion not only of the wand he had gene- 
rouſly given me, but of the rod he had 


ſtrictly enjoined me to bury in his tomb. 


* Having travelled fome days with. 


out meeting any one I was accoſt- 


*ed by an old pilgrim. He profeſl- 
« ed himſelf following the fame tract; 
« and pleaſantly, for ſociety, offered to 
% accompany me. We journied toge- 
« ther till my companion, appearing to 
« grow weary, propoſed that we ſhould 
« repoſe ourſelves in a little thicket ; and, 
« in order to paſs the time, relate to each 
other our adventures. To this I 
« readily conſented, and being ſeated be- 
gan firſt, recounting what happened to 
« me in the Caſtle of Pride, not forgetting 
the circumſtance of the ring, which ſtill 
** remained on my finger, and concluded 
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« with my remarkable adventure in the 
* cave of the hermit of the white rock. 
When I had ended, my companion 
« requeſted that I would ſuffer him to ex- 
amine the ring I brought from the 
« giant's caſtle. Suſpecting no guile, I 
pulled it from my finger, and put it 
* on that of the pilgrim. What was my 
« ſurpriſe, when he refuſed to return it! 
At firſt I imagined he jeſted; but ſoon 
had cauſe to change my opinion, for ſtrug- 
« oling with him to regain my ring, I un- 
« fortunately, let the wand fall from my 
« hand, which he inſtantly ſeized, and fled 
« from me with incredible ſwiftneſs. 
I purſued in order to overtake him, 
« but finding it in vain, I grew frantic 
„with rage, and ſuſpending my rod, per- 
« ceived a huge monſter riſe out of the 
« earth, vomitting a flood of liquid mat- 
« ter, which ſet on fire foreſts, cities, and 
« yillages without number ; inſomuch that 
it was with difficulty I ſaved myſelf 
« from the general conflagration. On a 
« ſudden the monſter diſappeared, and a 
SEC beautiful 
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« beautiful woman ſtood before me, who 
« told me that her name was Tuſtice. 
« You are deſervedly puniſhed,” «aid ſhe, 
« taking the rod from my hand; © you 
« have graſped at power you were unable 
* to command, and thus have loſt that 
« which you might have poſſeſſed with 
« honour and ſecurity: by exerciſing the 
«rod which Revenge has gifted, you have 
« forfeited the wand, put by Mercy into 
« the hand of Albubeca. © III,” ſaid ſhe 
40 looking towards heaven, “ is the rod of 
ic retribution fitted to the hand of a mor- 
«tal; it is a ſceptre which unerring Juſ- 
* tice alone ſhould wield.” Saying this, 
<« ſhe vaniſhed in a radiant cloud, and 
wo: conveyed the fatal rod for ever from 
my ſight. 

e ftrolled along cefleting on my 
*« folly, when perceiving a boat belonging 
« to ſome fiſhermen, I entered, with an 
0 intent to ane a land, the ſight of 


r which filled my ſoul with remorſe, but 


« had not ſailed far, when a ſtorm ariſing, 


*I. was caſt upon a rock. Here I was 
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| © necoſted by an old fairy, the horror of 


« whoſe countenance made ſuch an im- 
« preſſion on my imagination, that I think 
« 1 fhall never forget it. She told me 
* her name was Revenge ; that ſhe had 
« long entertained an affection for me, 
* and if I conſented to ſubmit myſelf to 
her government, would amply recom- 
« penſe me for the loſs of the enchanted 
* rod, by beſtowing on me an equal power 
« with herſelf. A power ſo malignant my 
* foul now abhorred; I turned with diſ- 
0 ouſt from her; but ſhe drew me by her 
*« art to an enchanted torrent, in which 
* the plunged me: I have ſince heard it 
« was the torrent of Fury, I was carried, 
« by the force of this current a conſider- 
« able way from the abode of Revenge, 
« when Gentle Reproof, who was riding at 


« ſome diſtance, ſaw me ſtruggling in the 


« waves, and came to my afliſtance ; but 
« my brain was ſo greatly inflamed by the 
« waters of Fury, which communicated 


« inſtant madneſs, that I dared him to a 
combat, and it is probable ſhould have 


« furniſhed 
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« furniſhed myſelf with a load of guilt 
« and miſery for ever, by deſtroying my 
« preſerver, had not the amiable princeſs 
« Floriſſa interpoſed, and, by a draught 
e from the river of Good-nature, reſtored 
te to me the uſe of my reaſon.” Here the 
knight ceaſed, and Floriſſa was preparing 
to expreſs her gratitude to Benigna, for 
ſending her in purſuit of ſo valuable 
a treaſure, when a meſſenger arrived 
from the king, her father, to inform the 
princeſſes that his ſubjects, wearied with 
the ſanguinary cruelties of the conquer- 
ing prince, had affectionately petitioned 
his return to the government of his king- 
dom. 

Benigna then looking with a ſmile of 
affection and pleaſure on all preſent, waved 
her wand, and inſtantly tranſported them 
to a temple that totally eclipſed every 
thing the princeſſes had before ſeen in 
their travels: over the entrance was writ- 
ten, on a white ſcroll, in letters of gold, 
« The Temple. of Virtue.” | 

« You are now, my children,” ſaid Be- 

nigna, 
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nigna, © going to receive the reward due 
* to your toils and virtue.” She had 
ſcarcely time to pronounce theſe words, 
before a beautiful figure deſcended, whom 
the princeſs Bonnetta and the knight of 
the Silver Shield knew to be Juſtice. She 
was encircled with a radiance that illumin- 
ed the whole temple, and, advancing to 
Benigna, thus addreſſed her,“ You are 
« on the point of rewarding virtue ; but 
« ſhall vice, therefore, remain unpuniſh- 
« ed? No; Heaven will not permit it; 
« the arrow of vengeance is only flow to 
render the ſtroke more ſure. Once 
„more have I reſcued the rod / retri- 
« bution from the hand of Revenge; take 
« it,** ſaid ſhe, preſenting it to Benigna, 
« thou art worthy to hold it; I have now 
« endowed it with an attractive power 
« no evil can withſtand; all will 'imput- 
« ſively obey its influence, and attend dt 
« this tribunal ; try them then, by the 
% never-erring touch of the ſpear of truth, 

and doom them to undergo that puniſh- 
| hats ment 
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« ment the nature of their crimes ſhall re- 
« quire.“ fn 

After this ſhe diſappeared, and return- 
ed to her eternal abode, the celeftial 
iſland. Benigna then waved her wand, 
and the good king and queen appeared, 
whoſe joy, when they beheld their long 
abſent children, cannot be defcribed. 
The reſpettive parents of the knights 
were next ſummoned by the guardian 
fairy, that they might partake of the plea- 
ſure of ſeeing their children receive the 
reward acquired by their virtues. 

Benigna then ſeating herſelf on a throne 
of ivory, and placing the princeſs Cle- 
mentina, who was in poſſeſſion of the 
ſpear of truth, on her right hand, waved 
the rod of retribution; when the temple 
was preſently filled with all ranks and de- 
grees of fairies, good and evil; for the 
good were likewiſe drawn hither to ſee the 
evil puniſhed, 

Benigna now proceeded to give ear to 
the ſeveral culprits. The firſt that ap- 
peared ſtruck terror through the whole 

allembly, 


aſſembly, and was immediately recogniz- 
ed, by the princeſs Clementina, to be the 
ſpectre Evil Conſcience, her conſtant tor- 
mentor in the manſion of Falſehood. This 
hideous phantom advanced, leading an 
old female equally deformed, whom the 

princeſs Floriſſa remembered to be II- 
fame, who had transformed her to a black 
bear. © Moſt high and mighty,” ſaid the 
ſpectre, addreſſing Benigna, © we are 
drawn to thy awful tribunal, by the ir- 
« refiſtible power of the rod of retribution, 
« to receive ſentence for ill deeds. It is 
« true we owe our origin to fin; yet, if 
« you liſten attentively to our hiſtory, you 
« will find at leaſt that we have not been 
« detrimental to the cauſe of virtue.“ 
This ſpeech raiſed the curioſity of the 
whole aſſembly ; and with the permiſſion 
of Benigna, Evil Conſcience related bis 
biſtory as follows: 
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THE HISTORY OF 


EVIL CONSCIENCE AND 
ILL-FAME. 


we I: may be neceſlary to inform you, 
*«* madam,” ſaid the ſpectre, that this fe- 
** male, (pointing to 11] Fame) and myſelf, 
« are the offspring of an enchantreſs, nam- 
« ed Sin; ſhe has, for many ages, reſided 
« in the vale of mortality, where ſhe has 
« erected a large manſion, and decorated 
« it with many alluring devices, to attract 
« the unwary traveller. Our mother is by 
* nature ugly, I muſt confeſs; and, did 
« ſhe not by her magic art aſſume a falſe 
** appearance, every one would fly with 
0 borror and diſguſt from her; but ſuch 
eis her power, that ſhe generally throws 


ea maſk over her outward deformity, and 
60 by 
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* by that means allures many to ſubmit 
« themſelves ts her dominion, ” 

« Sin lived many years triumphant in 
« her habitation, | which was continualhy 
filling with company, and found her in- 
e tereſt daily encreaſe, til}, unfortunately, 
« ſhe got acquainted with Shame, who, 
after much importunity, perſuaded her 
* to marry him. From that time my mo- 
* ther perceived her empire gradually de- 
« creaſe, and obſerved that company did 
* not flock ſo much to her habitation as 
ae formerly; for my father had ſomething 
«fo forbidding in his countenance and 
* manners, as by no means to ingratiate 
him with the gueſts of my mother. | 

« However, all went on well till the 

«year after their marriage, when my mo- 
* ther was delivered of twins; myſelf, 
« whom ſhe called Evil Conſcience, ' and 
« my ſiſter, who was named I Fame: but 
« this event inſtead of cauſing Joy, pro- 
« duced the oppoſite effect, for we were 
« both ſo extremely deformed, as to terrify 
even our natural parents. My mother 
« endeavoured 
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« endeavoured, by her great ſkill in magic, 
* to conceal our deformity; but alas! to 
* no purpoſe ; we every day diſcovered it 
« more and more, and became withal ſo 
« miſchievous, that many were fearful of 
« approaching us, when mere infants. 
My fiſter, indeed, was much bolder, 
« and poſſeſſed more ſtrength of body than 
* myſelf; ſhe would fall upon our gueſts, 
«and disfigure them horribly with her 
„nails; but though I did not proceed to 
« ſuch open violence, I was not leſs watch- 
ful to exerciſe the malignity of my diſ- 
« poſition : it was my conſtant delight and 
« employment to ſteal, unperceived, be- 
*« hind our gueſts, and to divert myſelf by 
« piercing the moſt ſuſceptible parts of 
« their body with thorns, when I would 
« burſt into a fit of laughter at the agonies 
* I had occaſioned. As we grew in years, 
« we continued to grow in cruelties, and, 
« by degrees, drove many, who had not 
« been long uſed to our tyranny, from the 
« manſion, to the great diſſatisfaction of 
“my mother, whoſe ſtudy it was to in- 
| « creaſe 
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« creaſe her connexions as much as poſſi- 
« ble. But though this ſport gave offence 
* to her, it was matter of high entertain» 
« ment to two hags, who were conftant 
* viſitors at our manſion, viz. Envy, and 
« her boſom friend the black fairy Malice: 
« they were both extravagantly fond of 
e my ſiſter I Fame; and now that ſhe 
* was grown to maturity, determined to 
« endow her with a gift by which ſhe 
« might indulge the natural rancour of her 
« diſpoſition, which they had always made 
« jt a point of encouraging. 

This was the power of transforming 
« whatever ſhe ſhould think proper, into 
« the moſt hideous form, —bears, wolves, 
« tygers, &c. nor did ſhe fail to make 
« ſuch conſtant uſe of the gift, that in a 
t little time our manſion was ſo thinned 
4 of its gueſts, that my mother, finding no 
« remonſtrances would prevail, at length, 
« quite enraged, turned us both out of 
« the doors, We were now left to 
« provide for ourſelves; and were al- 
« cending the vale- where my mother's 

| e abode 
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« abode ſtood, when we were ſtopped 
« by Juſtice, who, well knowing the miſe- 
« ries we ſhould occaſion, were we left 
te unreſtrained to torment the world at 
e large, compelled us to prattiſe our dia- 
te holical arts on the wicked alone, and 
« ever to remain the conſtant attendants 
* on ill deeds. She then diſappeared, 
« after allowing me the power of aſſuming 
* any ſhape I pleaſed, to chaſtiſe vice. 
« Numberleſs adventures have I met with, 
te too tedious to relate. I once got into the 
c houſe of the magician Avarice, whom I 


« tormented in various forms, generally 


« in that of the injured party; he fre- 
e quently ſhut himſelf up, and endea- 
« youred to barricade me out with bars of 
* iron, but to no purpoſe; I was his tor- 
mentor, till the magnet of true generoſity 
* was found, which entirely deſtroyed him 
e and his brother Extravagance, who was 
« likwiſe frequently under my chaſtiſe- 
ment. In ſhort, there is not any of the 
« yicious train to whom I am not perfectly 
« well known. Pride, Malice, Envy, and 
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© others too numerous to relate, I have 
« been familiar with them all; and though 
« reluQantly, we being ſuch very old and 
te conſtant aſſociates, am ready to accuſe 
e them as ſworn enemies to the cauſe of 
virtue. My laſt reſidence was with 
« Falſchood, where 1 continued till drawn 
« with my ſiſter hither by the rod of Juſ- 
i, Thus you ſee, Madam, though the 
te offspring of Sin, heaven has ordained us 
« to be the ſcourge of our parents, with 
« whom alone our being can end.” 

Here the ſpectre finiſhed, and Benigna 
commanded 1!! Fame to relate her ad- 
ventures ; but ſhe excuſed herſelf, ſaying, 
that they bore ſuch a ſimilitude to thoſe of 
her brother, that it would be only repeti- 
tion. She owned, however, that ſhe was 
not always confined to attend on ill deeds, 
as her friends Envy and Malice could, by 
their power ſometimes counteratt the 
decree of Juſtzce, ſo that ſhe not unfre- 
quently exerciſed her art on the innocent 
for a certain time, but that Juſtice never 
failed in the end to over-rule the magic 
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of Envy and Malice. Ill Fame ended with 
aſſuring Bengina, that although ſhe ſome- 
times chaſtiſed the innocent in lieu of the 
guilty, yet ſhe had been more inſtru- 
mental in ſuppreſſing vice, than her bro- 
ther; as her art ſtamped deformity on the 
outward form, to the' truth of which the 
princeſs Floriſſa could witneſs, by which 
the world became acquainted with the na- 
ture of their crimes, while Evil Conſci- 
ence ſeldom made uſe of his power but to 
chaſtiſe in private, which could not be 
near ſo effettual. 
Here the ſpettre, with great vehemence, 
interrupted her. © You are wrong, Ma- 
« dam, you are wrong,“ ſaid he, *Soli- 
« tude adds double ſtings to the torments 
« I inflit; the preference muſt certainly 
©« be given to me: beſides, am I not your 
brother? How then dare you pretend 
to ſuperiority !'” © You are an imper= 
e tinent blockhead,”” replied 7! Fame, with 
a ſhrill voice, “ and if you utter another 
« ſyllable, I will give you a convincing 
« and ſevere proof of the ſuperiority of 
my 
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my power.” Evil Conſcience was going 
to reply, not in the moſt gentle ſtrain, 
and a violent fray would certainly have 
enſued, had not Benigna commanded 
decency and filence; and after touching 
them with the ſpear of truth, to prove 
their aſſertions juſt, ſet them on one 
fide, and ordered Treachery, the old man, 
whoſe ſeducing ſoftneſs of addrefs enticed 
the princeſs Bonnetta into her dungeon, 
to appear. 

He came forward with a crafty and af- 
fected ſmile of complacency, but caſting 
his eyes around, he obſerved an attend- 
ant in Benigna's train that ſtruck him 
with conſternation and terror; this was 
the noble fairy Sincerity, whofe province 
he had often attempted to invade. - She 
was dreſſed in an azure robe, and her 
ſhoulders were covered with a mantle of 
bright Aurora. Treachery no ſooner per- 
ceived that her eye was diretted toward 
him, than he turned to the black fairies 
with an abject ſupplicating poſture, as if 
hoping, by their aſſiſtance, to be protected 
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from the annihilation his guilty mind for- 
boded ; but even Malice and Envy inclin- 
ed their faces from him, and the whole of 
Benigna's aſſociates viewed him with ab- 
horrence. 

The noble fairy with a ſerene and ſted- 
faſt dignity in her countenance, approach- 
ed towards him, and placing her foot upon 
bis neck, as he fell trembling at her feet 
full of guilt and diſmay, he totally diſap- 
peared, Benigna's face ſhone with a pe- 
culiar brightneſs on this occaſion. She 
gave Sincerity a ſalute of congratulation, 
in which ſhe was reciprocally joined by 
all preſent, and particularly by the princeſs 
Bonnetta, to whom the fairy Sincerity was 
well known, and who embraced her with 
the cordiality of a boſom friend. 

The next was a beautiful lady who ad- 
vanced with a young damſel bearing her 
train, — no other than Falſehood, and her 
hand-maid Flattery. They were aſked by 
the fairy if they could offer any thing in 
their defence. Falſehood, in a very flo- 
rid ſpeech, declared, ſhe was ſummoned 
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wrongfully to the bar; that ſhe was a 
perſon of large fortune, who kept open 
houſe to all travellers, and could not re- 
collect any crime ſhe had ever been 
guilty of. She concluded, by requeſting 
Benigna to releaſe her and her damſel. 
« Ay, do, dear lady,” ſaid Flattery, it is 
« beneath you, whoſe name is blazed ſo 
« far abroad for virtue, beauty, mercy, 
« ;uſtice**— She was proceeding in the 
ſame ſtrain, when Benigna interrupted 
her. Your very ſpeech, young woman,” 
ſaid ſhe ſmiling, “ betrays you to be 
« Flattery, who has deluded ſo many in- 
« to the manſion of your miſtreſs Falſe- 
« hood; however, every one here will be 
tried by the ſpear of truth; if you are 
« able to ſtand its touch, you will inſtantly 
« be releaſed : if not, you muſt abide the 
« puniſhment I ſhall find it neceſſary to 
ce inflikt.“ 

She then commanded Clementina to 
ſtrike Falſehood with the ſpear; when, aſ- 
toniſhing to behold ! her beauty, which 
was but a maſk to hide her deformity, diſ- 
| appeared; 
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appeared; her beautiful jetty ringlets 
became horrid ſnakes; her complexion 
grew wrinkled; her body deformed; and 
her eyes, before ſoft and languiſhing, 
were ſtarting like two fiery meteors from 
their ſockets, while ſhame and confuſion 
darkened her countenance. 

Hypocriſy, the hermit who ſo artfully 
deluded the princeſs Clementina to the 
manſion of Falſehood, was now called, and 
the knight of the filver ſhield immediately 
knew him to be the treacherous pilgrim 
who had defrauded him of the ring of hu- 
mility, and the wand given him by Albu- 
beca. He with many ſpecious pretences, 
endeavoured to elude the much-dreaded 
ſpear; “ Alas!” ſaid he, why am I drawn 
« from my peaceful hermitage? I have 
« never been converſant in the ſcenes of 
« buſy life; why then cannot I glide in 
« peace to my native duſt? No crime has 
« ſtained my guiltleſs years.” © It is falſe,” 
ſaid Evil Conſcience, ſtepping forward, 
and the ſpear of truth will prove it.“ 
Clementina then touched him; when 
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inſtantly the wand and the ring, which 
ſtill remained in his poſſeſſion, dropped 
from his hand, and he fell grovelling down 
to an enormous crocodile. Clementina 
was ſo terrified, that ſhe would have fled, 
but Benigna prevented her, and thus ad- 
dreſſed the knight of the filver ſhield. 
This wand,” ſaid ſhe, © which by your 
« imprudence fell into the poſſeſſion of 
*« Hypocriſy, is mine; it was, at my requeſt, 
« put by Mercy into the hand of the good 
« Albubeca, as a check to the power of 
Revenge; had you kept your faith in- 
« yiolate, and incloſed her fatal rod in the 
« hermit's tomb, you had eſcaped thoſe 
* evils which have almoſt proved your 
« deſtruction; but as it is, let the paſt ever 
* remain a warning to the future.“ © You 
« ſee,” faid ſhe, turning towards the al- 
ſemblv, “ that Hypocriſy and Falſehood can 
* by their art gloſs over and hide the 
« greateſt deformity, ſo as to decive the 
*« molt experienced; but when once the 
« ſpear of truth has diſcovered it, no other 


« perſuaſions are requiſite to induce every 
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te one to fly the paths that lead to their 
% habitations.” She then returned the 
ring of humility to the knight, and was 
ſilent. 

The next that appeared was a beautiful 
fairy, whom the little dwarf Diligence, ſtill 
in company with the prince Oſymandyas 
and Miranda, knew to be his old friend 
the fairy Perſeverance. She advanced, 
leading the giant Impatience, and the wick- 
ed fairy Delay, both bound in chains.“ Be- 
« hold, my ſiſter,“ ſaid ſhe to Benigna, 
« Impatience and Delay—their power is 
* now at an end, and they wait to under- 
« go that puniſhment you ſhall think 
* due to their crimes.” Benigna de- 
. manded what they could ſay in vindica- 
tion of their actions. Delay, yawning and 
heſitating for ſome minutes, deſired to have 
time given her; ſhe declared ſhe was un- 
prepared, and begged at leaſt to have a 
few weeks allowed for recollection, but 
the fairy only granted one hour, while ſhe 
examined the reſt, 

Impatience entreated that his fate might 
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be inſtantly fixed, as he mortally hated 
ſuſpence. | | 
Envy and Revenge, with Malice, the black 
fairy, in ſpight of the reſiſtance they op- 
poſed, were drawn hither by the rod re- 
tribution, and next appeared; inſtead of 
palliating their crimes, they approached 
venting the moſt bitter curſes on the who.e 
aſſembly, and endeavoured, by diabolical 
arts, to work them miſchief; but virtue 
now triumphed over vice. The ſpear of 
truth touched theſe ; but their outward de- 
formity was ſo great, that it could not be 
heightened. 
The giant Pride, with his beautiful wife 
Vanity, next approached. He was habited 
an a coſtly manner, and walked up the hall 
full of his own importance, not deigning 
to ſpeak to, or to anſwer any one. The 
ſpear of truth had no ſooner touched him, 
than his gaudy trappings vaniſhed, and 
his odious deformity was expoſed, height- 
ened by the mild luſtre that beamed 
through the temple of virtue. 
Vanity, encouraged by Falſe Hope, who 
among 
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among the reſt was arrived, buoyed her- 
ſelf with the idea of gaining, by her beauty 
and addreſs, the whole company, and 
even Benigna herſelf, to her intereſt; with 
great compoſure, therefore ſhe drew nigh 
the throne ; and turning to the aſſembly, 
« Gentlemen and ladies,” ſaid ſhe, © you 
« at preſent view me deſtitute of friends 
« or protection, but thoſe I ſtill hope to 
« find in you, for few have been the Stoic's 
te capable of reſiſting my attractions. Look 
« upon me I beſeech you, and confeſs that 
youth, beauty, and wit plead powerfully 
* in my behalf; were theſe eyes, think 
“ you, formed for weeping, or. theſe lips 
« for fruitleſs ſolicitation? no, my friends, 
te aſk your hearts, and they will tell you, 


« Nature deſigned me for univerſal em- 
« pire; ſay then, does this abje& ſtate, 
« ſuit my perſon, rank, and accompliſh- 
« ments? Granting I have been impru- 
« dent, view the cauſe; behold Pride, 
e my huſband, what woman dares diſ- 
« obey?” The whole aſſembly ſmiled at 
the inſinuating addreſs of Vanzty, and could 
; not 
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not help looking on her with a kind of 
partiality, which Benigna perceiving, 
« Your ſophiſtry,” ſaid ſhe, © however it 
« may impoſe on weak minds, is not able 
etc to overcome truth and reaſon ;** “ No,” 
continued ſhe, © Pride is the flave to 
« Vanity; nor would either exiſt but by 
« the aſſiſtance of the other.” 

The little man, Falſe Hope, came laſt, 
who allured the Princeſs Matilda to the 
floating Ifland of Difappointment. He 
made many ſpecious pretences to vindi- 
cate his conduct, but in vain; and Be- 
nigna paſſed ſentence on the ſeveral cul- 
prits as follows : 

She ſentenced Impatience and Delay, 
well knowing the inveterate hatred they 
bore each other, to remain chained toge- 
ther, till Impatience had quickened Delay, 
and Delay moderated Impatience ;—theſe 
were delivered to the care of the hermit 
Repentance. 

« It is neceſſary, ſaid ſhe to Pride and 
Vanity, © that you ſhould be parted, ſince 
& each. feeds the follies of the other.“ 
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« Pride,” ſhe added, “ ſhall be humbled;“ 
accordingly ſhe ſet marks in his fore- 
head to this effeA,—Behold the ſlave to 
Vanity ! And commanded Vanity to caſt 
a chain round his neck, and lead him 
throughout the aſſembly, in token of his 
abject ſtate, 

Envy was preſented with a looking-glaſs, 
which ſhe was ever obliged to hold be- 
fore her eyes; it reflected all the riches, 
honour, proſperity, and virtue of this 
world. © Thou wretch,” ſaid Benigna, 
as ſhe gave it, «© who lookeſt with a ma- 
« 1ignant eye on the happineſs of thy fel- 
ce low-creatures, continue to draw ve- 
e nom to thine own heart from the pic- 
ce ture of that peace thou canſt never en- 
. . 

Malice became deaf and dumb, that ſhe 
might no longer enjoy ſenſes ſhe rendered 
fo dangerous and noxious to ſociety. She 
was then, with Envy, Falſchood, Pride, and 
Hypocriſy, ſentenced to the den of Deſpair 
to be eternally guarded by 11 Fame and 
Evil Conſcience. 

Luxury, 
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 'Twxury, who in general was treated with 

Contempt after the deſtrudtion of Extrava- 
gance, was condemned to ſpend his days 
among ſwine, as beſt ſuited to his na- 
Flatiery, Vanity, and Falſe Hope, re- 
mained ſtill to be diſpoſed of. Their 
erimes did not ſeem of that magnitude to 
merit the den of Deſpair, but they were 
too dangerous to be ſet at large amongſt 
mortals. The fairy, thereſore, vas at firſt 
puzzled, but after a ſhort pauſe, waving 
her wand, a number of little ſylphs ap- 
peared fluttering round her, who pre- 
ſently, at her command, formed a ma- 
chine of ſuch a delicate texture, that it 
would float with the greateſt eaſe on the 
clouds, and at the ſame time buoy up a 
conſiderable weight. The aſtoniſhment 
of the aſſembly is not to be imagined, 
when they perceived Benigna, by the help 
of this wonderful contrivance, launch 
Flattery, Vanity, and Falſe Hope into the 
air, to be for ever the ſport of that capri- 
cious element. 
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1 have endeavoured, with the utmoſt 
diligence to diſcover the name given to 
this ſurpriſing machine, but have hitherto 
proved unſucceſsful in my reſearches, 
Authors give various accounts ; but for 
my own part, I am confidently of opinion, 
that it muſt have been conſtructed nearly 
on the ſame principles with the famous air 
balloon, which has afforded matter for 
fuch vaſt aſtoniſhment in theſe latter 


ages. 
Thus Virtue triumphed, and Vice was puniſhed. 


The nuptials of the princeſſes were ce. 
lebrated with the greateſt magnificence, 
all the good fairies aſſiſting at the cere- 
monies. Several days were ſpent in re- 
joicing, during which time the moſt ele- 
gant entertainments and diverſions were 
diſplayed, to ſolace the gueſts of the tem- 
ple of virtue; after which the princeſſes, 
replete with gratitude towards the fairy 
Benigna, retired with their princely 
knights to their reſpettive governments. 

The good king and queen, preferring 
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retirement to the fatigue of government, 
and delighted with the ſerenity they felt 
in Benigna's ſociety, reſolved to ſpend 
their days in peace with their daughters 
Clementina and Matilda, in the temple of 
virtue. They deputed the ſcepter of Ba- 
bylon to their eldeſt daughter Miranda 
and prince Oſymandyas,who recommended 
the little dwarf Diligence to the notice of 
their people; and by his exertions, under 
the power of the diſtaff of induſtry, they 
ſoon repaired the damages of war, and 
eſtabliſhed peace and happineſs through. 
out their dominions. 

The king and queen lived to a great 
length of days, ſupremely happy in ſeeing 
their children the glory and admiration of 
the ſeveral kingdoms over which they 
reigned. 18 NW 62 


% 


THE END. 


